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WEDNESDAY OF THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Tonight’s Reading
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ (a conflation of the Gospel accounts)
V. Calvary

LENTEN MEALS, SERVICES & DEVOTIONS

Our theme this year is “Spiritual Contemplation of Christ’s Suffering”. The
Lutheran fathers found that the most profitable use of our Lord’s Passion was one
that involved a focus that this is what Christ has done “for me”. It wasn’t about
evoking horrific sighs at gore, or emotional overreactions, but about strengthening
faith. This series seeks to do just that. A Devotional Booklet is available for
download or purchase on the Narthex table. In such a way, the Body of Christ here at Advent can journey
together, in prayer and meditation, throughout the Season of Lent and into Holy Week.

We said “farewell” to Alleluia at Transfiguration and there has been a progressive "dropping off" in the liturgy.
The Gloria in Excelsis was silenced on Ash Wednesday; the Pastors and congregation have refrained from high
chant, most portions spoken; come this week the Gloria Patri has been removed as well. This Fifth
Week of Lent is known as the “Passiontide” and our crosses were veiled on Sunday after the
Holy Gospel when we heard the words “Jesus hid Himself.” The ancient thought is that we do
not deserve to look upon the crosses because we are not worthy of the sacrifice that Jesus has
made for us there. The cross is our greatest and most cherished symbol. To partially remove it
then, even if only for a short time, heightens how much we need it. This jarring ceremony also
helps us to better appreciate it when it returns.

Thus, the Church more and more assembles in solemn silence before the majesty and mystery of the Holy
Cross, until at the Great Vigil of Easter and The Resurrection come roaring back to greet us.

In His Service Tonight

(P] Rev. Marcus Mackay, Senior Pastor Kantor/Organist: Phil Lehman

Sermon: Rev. Aaron Schultz, Assoc. Pastor Choir Director: Deb Trewartha
Audio/Visual: Marc Mackay

7:00pm

Greeter: Open

Ushers: Larry Irving
Elder: Jannson Engleman
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SERVICE OF PRAYER & PREACHING

Service of Prayer and Preaching starts on page 260 in the front of the hymnal.

Prelude & Ringing of Bells

1

Opening Hymn Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed LSB 437
Alas! And did my Savior bleed,
And did my sov’reign die? 4  Thus might I hide my blushing face
Would He devote that sacred head While His dear cross appears,
For such a worm as I? Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,

And melt mine eyes to tears.

2 Was it for crimes that I had done
He groaned upon the tree? 5  But drops of grief can ne’er repay
Amazing pity, grace unknown, The debt of love I owe;
And love beyond degree! Here, Lord, I give myself away:
"Tis all that I can do.
3 Well might the sun in darkness hide T P domat
And shut his glories in
When God, the mighty maker, died
For His own creatures’ sin.
Stand
Opening Lent Versicles LSB 260
(P} This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
(P] From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
(P) Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
(P) Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
(P] Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities.
(P] From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Canticle Jesus, I Will Ponder Now LSB 440,st.1, 6
1 Jesus, I will ponder now 6  Graciously my faith renew;
On Your holy passion; Help me bear my crosses,
With Your Spirit me endow Learning humbleness from You,
For such meditation. Peace mid pain and losses.
Grant that I in love and faith May I give You love for love!
May the image cherish Hear me, O my Savior,
Of Your suff’ring, pain, and death That I may in heav’'n above

That I may not perish. Sing Your praise forever.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Text: Public domain



Reading from Holy Scripture Passion Reading V: Calvary
The soldiers now had charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out of the city to a place called
Skull Hill, in Hebrew, Golgotha. As they led him away, they laid hold on Simon of Cyrene, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, who was coming in from the country. On him they laid the cross that he might bear it
after Jesus. Following him was a great company of people and of women who bewailed and lamented him.
Jesus turned to them and said,

"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. The days are
surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts
that never gave suck.' Then they will say to the mountains, 'Fall on us,' and to the hills, 'Cover us.' For if they
do these things with a green tree, what will happen with a dry one?" There were also two others, criminals
whom they led along to be put to death with him. When they came to the place called Golgotha, they gave
him wine mingled with gall to drink, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. It was the third hour, and
there they crucified him. Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do."

The two criminals they also crucified with him—one on his right, the other on his left, with Jesus in the
middle. The Scripture was then fulfilled which says, "And he was numbered with the transgressors." When
the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they cast lots to divide his clothes and decide what each should take. They
made four parts, one for each soldier. There remained his tunic, which was without seam, woven in one
piece from the top to the bottom. They said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to decide
who shall have it." The Scripture was thus fulfilled which says, "They divided my garments among them and
cast lots for my clothing." These things the soldiers did and, sitting down, they kept watch over him there.

Over his head was put the charge against him. Pilate wrote the notice to be put on the cross. It read, JESUS
OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. This title was read by many of the Jews, for the place where
Jesus was crucified was near to the city, and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. The chief priests of
the Jews then said to Pilate, "You should not write, "The King of the Jews,' but "This man said, I am the King
of the Jews."

Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written."”

People stood by, watching. Those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads, and saying, "Aha! You
who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself. If you are the Son of God, come
down from the cross."

So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him to one another, saying, "He saved others; he
cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, now come down from the cross that we may see and
believe. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants him, for he said, 'T am the Son of God."

The soldiers also mocked him, coming to him and offering him wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself." The thieves who were crucified with him also reviled him. And one of the criminals
who hung there with him railed at him:

"Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us." But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God
since you are under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are getting what we deserve for
what we have done; but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom."

Jesus said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise."

Near to the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his
mother, "Woman, behold your son!" Then he said to his disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that hour
the disciple took her into his own home.

About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" which means, "My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?"

When some of them that were standing there heard it, they said, "He is calling for Elijah."

After this, Jesus knew that all things were accomplished. Fulfilling the Scripture he said, "I thirst." There was
a jar of wine standing there. One of them ran immediately to get a sponge. He filled it with wine, put it on a
reed, held it up to his mouth, and gave it to him to drink.

Others said, "Wait and see if Elijah will come to save him." When Jesus had received the wine, he cried with
a loud voice, "It is finished!" Then he said, "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." Having said this,
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks
split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They
came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many
people. When the centurion who stood facing him saw how he died, he said, "Truly, this man was the Son
of God."

All the people who had gathered to see the sight, when they saw what had happened, turned away beating
their breasts. Those who had known him stood at a distance, as also the women who had followed him from
Galilee. Among them was Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and
Salome the mother of the sons of Zebedee.



It was the day of Preparation before the Sabbath, and this was Passover Sabbath. Therefore, so that the bodies
should not remain on the crosses during the Sabbath, the Jews asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the
bodies removed. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with
him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs, but one of
the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. One who saw it is our
witness, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth that you also may believe. These things
were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, "Not one of his bones shall be broken." And again, another
Scripture says, "They shall look on him whom they pierced."

By this time evening had come. A respected member of the council, Joseph of Arimathea, was one who was
looking for the kingdom of God, a good and righteous man who had not consented to their purpose and
deed. He was a disciple of Jesus secretly, for he feared the Jews. Now he took courage and went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus.

Pilate was astonished that he could be dead already. He called for the centurion and asked him whether Jesus
was already dead. When he was assured by the centurion that it was so, Pilate granted Joseph the corpse
and commanded that it be given over to him.

Joseph brought fine linen and came and took the body of Jesus. Nicodemus came also, bringing a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pound weight. It was he who had first come to Jesus by night.

They then took the body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the
Jews.

Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new tomb, where no one had
ever been buried. Joseph laid the body in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock, and rolled
a great stone to the door of the tomb, and departed.

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were sitting there opposite the sepulcher and saw where he
was laid. Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments. On the sabbath day they rested according
to the commandment.

On the next day, the day after the Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees went together to Pilate and said,
"Sir, we remember what that imposter said, while he was still alive, 'After three days I will rise again.'
Therefore command that the sepulcher be made secure until the third day to stop his disciples from coming
and stealing him and saying to the people, 'He has risen from the dead,' making the final deception worse
than the first."

Pilate said to them, "You have a guard of soldiers. Go and make it as secure as you know how." So they went
and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting a watch.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Lent Responsory LSB 263
[Pl We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
[P} Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
[P}  We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Catechism: Apostles’ Creed LSB 264
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.



Sit

Hymn

Sermon

Offering
Stand

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

If God Himself Be for Me LSB 724 sts. 7-10

From me this is not hidden,
Yet I am not afraid;
I leave my cares, as bidden,
To whom my vows were paid.
Though life from me be taken
And ev’rything I own,
I trust in You unshaken
And cleave to You alone.

No danger, thirst, or hunger,
No pain or poverty,
No earthly tyrant’s anger
Shall ever vanquish me.
Though earth should break asunder,
My fortress You shall be;
No fire or sword or thunder
Shall sever You from me.

The Litany

RERFRERE

RERERE

RERE

O Lord,

have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,

have mercy.
O Christ,
hear us.

God the Father in heaven,

have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,

have mercy.

Be gracious to us.
Spare us, good Lord.
Be gracious to us.

Help us, good Lord.

9 No angel and no gladness,
No throne, no pomp, no show,
No love, no hate, no sadness,
No pain, no depth of woe,
No scheming, no contrivance,
No subtle thing or great
Shall draw me from Your guidance
Nor from You separate.

10 My heart with joy is springing;
I am no longer sad.
My soul is filled with singing;
Your sunshine makes me glad.
The sun that cheers my spirit
Is Jesus Christ, my King;
The heav’n I shall inherit
Makes me rejoice and sing.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; (st. 10): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1907, Pittsburgh, alt.; (sts. 7-9): tr.
Richard Massie, 180087, alt.
Text: Public domain

LSB 288
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From all sin, from all error, from all evil;

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion;

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by
Your precious death and burial;

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment:
Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your Church in the
true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living;

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are
deceived;

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany Your
Word with Your grace and Spirit:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the weakhearted and
the distressed:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our country
Your protection in every time of need;

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all our
people;

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel;
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their blessings;
to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them;

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have mercy on
us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve for our
use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

we implore You to hear us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

O Christ,

hear us.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy. Amen.



Collect of the Day
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and
preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for the Word
(P] Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear
them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Evening Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have
done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no
power over me.

Hymn Lamb of God, Pure and Holy LSB 434, st. 1
1 Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us:

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546 Text: Public domain
Blessing LSB 267
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(P) The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -}~ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.
Sit
Closing Hymn When I Survey the Wondrous Cross LSB 425
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 3  See, from His head, His hands, His feet
On which the Prince of Glory died, Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
My richest gain I count but loss Did e’er such love and sorrow meet
And pour contempt on all my pride. Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
2  Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 4  Were the whole realm of nature mine,
Save in the death of Christ, my God; That were a tribute far too small;
All the vain things that charm me most, Love so amazing, so divine,
I sacrifice them to His blood. Demands my soul, my life, my all!
et Public domain
Postlude
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