The Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Day
10:00 a.m.
25 December 2020 Anno Domini

Welcome!

COVID-Response Plan Update – ORANGE
• Sun 8:15am Divine Service MASK-REQUIRED
• Sun School and Bible Class IN-PERSON CANCELED
• Sun 10:45am Divine Service MASK-RECOMMENDED
• Wed 7:00pm Vespers Service MASK-RECOMMENDED

A copy of the latest Update has been emailed, placed in your
member mailbox and also available on our website and Narthex.
•

•

Pews have been re-taped to better accommodate social
distancing. You may sit anywhere in the Sanctuary NOT
marked with blue tape and 6’ from other individuals or
households. In addition, we ask that you do not gather in the
narthex or elsewhere before or after the service.
For those of you who choose to continue to shelter in
place, the early service will be streamed on our YouTube
channel.

•

To view the service or Bible Study online, visit our homepage at
www.adventlutheran.org and click on the YouTube link. Videos
are streamed “live” or you may watch them at any time.

•

If you watch the service online, please print this bulletin
(includes the entire service - hymns, propers, prayers, etc.)

•

Communication updates are posted on the website. Check
there weekly for bulletins and prayer sheets, etc. Copies of the latest
updates will also be available in the narthex.

Visitors & Guests
•
•

•

Thank you for attending! Please introduce yourself to one of the
Pastors or Elders and refer to our Communion Policy on page 2.
Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church teaches and believes that
through the body and blood of Jesus Christ, offered under bread
and wine in the Lord’s Supper, God gives to His children the
forgiveness of sins. Since this is a sacred meal, Advent distributes
the Lord’s Supper to communicants who have been prepared to
receive it. Please speak with one of the pastors if you desire to
receive the Sacrament with us.
Please sign our Visitors’ Register in the Narthex.

The Son of God came into the world to bear
our sins and be our Savior (represented by
the sacrificial lamb at the foot of the
manger). Taking to Himself our human
nature, the Son of God entered Creation at
Bethlehem (the city in white). In nature both
God and man, Jesus is the “Christ” (the
“Chi” & “Rho” in the manger are the first
two Greek letters of the word “Christ”). He
came to fulfill the ancient Messianic promies
made by God to the Jewish people. “He
shall save His people from their sins,” the
angel said to Mary. The Messiah still comes
to us today, through his Word. His manger
is a humble and lowly heart.
(An original water color painting by Peggy J. Colson
of the chancel window).

Rev. Marcus Mackay, Sr. Pastor
mmackay@adventlutheran.org
317.847.7215

Rev. James Grady, Asst. Pastor
jgrady@adventlutheran.org
317.372.6289

The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day
Today’s Readings
Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38
Titus 3:4-7
John 1:1-18

The Living and Life-Giving Word of God Dwells among Us in the Flesh
In the beginning God created all things through His Word, His Son. But man fell into sin, and with
man all creation was cursed. Therefore, God spoke His Word again, this time into the womb of the
blessed Virgin Mary. The glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle of our human nature (Ex. 40:17–21,
34–38). “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:1–14). The Son of God took on our
flesh and blood and died on the cross in order that we might receive the right to become the children
of God through faith. Baptized into Christ’s body, we are made partakers of a new Genesis, “the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:4–7). In Christ, the kindness and
love of God our Savior toward man has truly appeared.

Hymn of the Day – We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth
In the late Middle Ages, just before the Reformation, the experience of ordinary Christians was quite different
from today. They knew that they were supposed to go to worship and that holy things happened there, but
most of the service was sung or spoken in Latin, not in the language of the people. While many of the words
were the same as we use in the liturgy today, many worshipers could not understand them.
At that time, there were just three German songs that were allowed to be sung by the people in worship. At
Easter they could sing “Christ Is Arisen” (LSB 459). At Pentecost they were allowed to sing a verse that later
expanded into “To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray” (768). And at Christmas they sang a verse that eventually
became the first stanza of this hymn. This verse was sung right before the reading of the Christmas Gospel.
Martin Luther used this popular religious song and the other six stanzas. It was likely sung for the first time in
1523. “We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth” thus became the first Christmas song of the Reformation, and
began the Protestant heritage of Christmas songs and carols.







In His Service:
Rev. Marcus Mackay, Sr. Pastor
mmackay@adventlutheran.org 317.847.7215
Rev. James Grady, Assistant Pastor
jgrady@adventlutheran.org
317.372.6289
Deb Trewartha, Director of Choirs; Preschool Director dtrewartha@adventlutheran.org
Phil Lehman, Kantor & Organist
Ryan Scrogham & Matthias Mackay, Audio/Visual
Today’s Servers
10:00 a.m. Service
Acolyte
OPEN
Altar Guild
Donna Konradi, Jen Siukola
Crucifer
OPEN
Elders
Pete Dooms, Matt Comer

Divine Service Setting Three

LSB p. 184

Prelude & Ringing of Bells
Stand

Processional Hymn

O Come, All Ye Faithful

LSB 379

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C
P
P
C
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

P

C

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

Kyrie

LSB 186

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 187

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from
the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament

Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38

17In

the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was
erected.
erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles,
and raised up its pillars. 19And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent
over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20He took the testimony and put it into the ark and put
the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21And he brought the ark into the
tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had
commanded Moses. . . .
34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the
tabernacle. 35And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was
taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37But if the cloud was not taken
up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the LORD was on the
tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their
journeys.
18Moses

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!*
The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.
This is the LORD’s | doing;*
it is marvelous | in our eyes.

Ps. 118:26a, 27a, 23

Epistle

Titus 3:4-7

4When

the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ
our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Choir:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
A holy day has dawned upon us.
Come, all you nations, and worship the Lord.
Cong:

Holy Gospel
P

John 1:1-18

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the first chapter

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in
the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made
that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about
the light.
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own
people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God.
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has
made him known.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
1

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day

We Praise You, Jesus, At Your Birth

LSB 382

5

The very Son of God sublime
Entered into earthly time
To lead us from this world of cares
To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs.
Alleluia!
7

6

In poverty He came to earth
Showing mercy by His birth;
He makes us rich in heav’nly ways
As we, like angels, sing His praise.
Alleluia!

All this for us our God has done
Granting love through His own Son.
Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice
And sing His praise with endless voice.
Alleluia!

Sermon
Stand

Offertory

LSB 192

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

LSB 194

P

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son,
we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 195

Lord’s Prayer

LSB 196

The Words of Our Lord

LSB 197

Pax Domini

LSB 197

Agnus Dei

LSB 198

Sit

Distribution
Please wait patiently in your pew until an Elder or Usher motions to you. You and/or your household should come down
the Center Aisle, maintaining appropriate distance between other Individuals and/or Households that will be in front and
behind you. You may kneel or stand at the Communion Rail. Please maintain appropriate distance from other
parishioners. If you are wearing a mask, please remove it and hold out your hand to receive our Lord’s Body, the
Common Chalice and/or Individual Chalice. After communion, please exit to the side aisle, placing the individual chalices
carefully in the bowl provided. Then return to your seats, maintaining appropriate distance from the other communicants.

Distribution Hymn

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

LSB 380

Distribution Hymn

Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

LSB 386

Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn

Go, Tell It on the Mountain

LSB 388

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace and with great joy, your sins are forgiven.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis

Thanksgiving

LSB 199

LSB 200

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benedicamus

LSB 202

Benediction

LSB 202

Recessional Hymn

Joy to the World

LSB 387

Postlude
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