The Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Eve
5:00 & 7:00pm
24 December 2020 Anno Domini

Welcome!
COVID-Response Plan Update – ORANGE
• Sun 8:15am Divine Service MASK-REQUIRED
• Sun School and Bible Class CANCELED
• Sun 10:45am Divine Service MASK-RECOMMENDED
• Wed 7:00pm Vespers Service MASK-RECOMMENDED

A copy of the latest Update has been emailed, placed in your
member mailbox and also available on our website and Narthex.
•

•

Pews have been re-taped to better accommodate social
distancing. You may sit anywhere in the Sanctuary NOT
marked with blue tape and 6’ from other individuals or
households. In addition, we ask that you do not gather in the
narthex or elsewhere before or after the service.
For those of you who choose to continue to shelter in
place, the services will be streamed on our YouTube channel.

•

To view the services or Bible Study online, visit our homepage
at www.adventlutheran.org and click on the YouTube link.
Videos are streamed “live” or you may watch them at any time.

•

If you watch the service online, please print this bulletin
(includes the entire service - hymns, propers, prayers, etc.)

•

If you do not have a hymnal at home, feel free to retrieve yours
from your member mailbox, or we can drop one off for you.

•

If you desire to receive the Sacrament, call the pastors directly,
call the office, or make an appointment online by visiting our
website. Follow the link on our homepage to a sign-up where you
may choose a 15min time to meet a pastor privately here at Church.

•

Communication updates are posted on the website. Check
there weekly for bulletins and prayer sheets, etc. Copies of the latest
updates will also be available in the narthex.

Visitors & Guests
•
•

Thank you for attending! Please introduce yourself to one of the
Pastors or Elders beforehand. We would love to meet you!
Please sign our Visitors’ Register in the Narthex.

The Son of God came into the world to bear
our sins and be our Savior (represented by
the sacrificial lamb at the foot of the
manger). Taking to Himself our human
nature, the Son of God entered Creation at
Bethlehem (the city in white). In nature both
God and man, Jesus is the “Christ” (the
“Chi” & “Rho” in the manger are the first
two Greek letters of the word “Christ”). He
came to fulfill the ancient Messianic promies
made by God to the Jewish people. “He
shall save His people from their sins,” the
angel said to Mary. The Messiah still comes
to us today, through his Word. His manger
is a humble and lowly heart.
(An original water color painting by Peggy J. Colson
of the chancel window).

Rev. Marcus Mackay, Sr. Pastor
mmackay@adventlutheran.org
317.847.7215

Rev. James Grady, Asst. Pastor
jgrady@adventlutheran.org
317.372.6289

Evening Prayer
As we gather on this holy night, we do so in faith and trust in our Heavenly Father who kept His promise of a
kinsman-redeemer . . . a baby born of woman (as all of us were), but yet sinless and divine. We receive and
give thanks for the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, God’s Son.
For He brings with Him life, immortality . . . and light . . .
Preservice Music
Stand

Service of Light

p.243

Isaiah 9:2a

John 1:5

Isaiah 9:2b

John 1:14b

Isaiah 9:6

John 1:4

Phos Hilaron ~ Hymn of Light

LSB 244

Thanksgiving for Light

LSB 245

L

Let us pray.

Silence for individual prayer.

L

C

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your lovingkindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church
on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify you forever.
Amen

Sit

Psalmody

Psalm 141:1-4, 8

LSB 245

Readings from Holy Scripture
Old Testament
10 Again

Isaiah 7:10-14

the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as
heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 And he said,
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel.
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

LSB 359

Soloist sings Stanza 1, Congregation sings Stanzas 2-4

Epistle
7 Beloved,

1 John 4:7-16

let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and
knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 13By
this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God
abides in him.
L
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

LSB 384

Cong sings st. 1, Women sing st. 2, Men sing st. 3, Choir sings st. 4, Cong sings st. 5
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Gospel
18Now

Matthew 1:18-25

the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23“Behold, the Virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel” (which
means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him: he took his wife but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. 25And he called his name
Jesus.

L
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

L
C
L

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Hebrews 1:1-2a
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure
confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

Hymn

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

LSB 393

Cong sings stanza 1, Choir sings stanza 2

Homily

Stand

Prayer ~ Litany

LSB 249

The congregation’s response begins just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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L
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the
Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who
protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant
mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Collect for Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus

LSB 252

Psalm 103:1

Benediction

LSB 252

Sit
Lighting of Candles
The Candles will be brought down the center aisle assisted by Ushers in the side aisles. Please tip your unlit
candle, drawing the flame from your neighbor’s lit candle. Parents, please assist the children and be careful
with the hot wax!
Hymn

Silent Night, Holy Night

LSB 363

Choir sings a stanza in the original German, followed by the Congregation singing all three stanzas.

After singing, the lights will come back up. Carefully extinguish the candles, being cautious with the hot wax!

Stand

Recessional Hymn

Angels We Have Heard On High

LSB 368

Postlude







In His Service Tonight
Rev. Jim Grady, Liturgist
Rev. Marcus Mackay, Preacher
Deb Trewartha, Director of Choirs
Phil Lehman, Kantor & Organist
Ryan Scrogham & Matthias Mackay, Audio/Visual
Special Music -- Thank you to Jennifer Siukola & Kevin Trewartha, trumpets; Payne Vogtman, French horn; Micah
Mackay & Jon Silverberg, trombones; Woody Bredehoeft, tuba; Graham Vogtman, timpani; Kay Longworth, flute;
Jennifer Dorantes, violin; Lauren Hubert, harp; and Audrey and Elise Scrogham, soloists

Upcoming Services
Christmas Eve
12/24/20
5 & 7pm Evening Prayer (Candles & Carols) MASK-REQUIRED
11:00pm Divine Service MASK-RECOMMENDED
Christmas Day
12/25/20
10:00am Divine Service MASK-RECOMMENDED
Epiphany
1/6/20
7:00pm Divine Service MASK-RECOMMENDED
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