The Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Eve Midnight
24 December 2020 Anno Domini

Welcome!
COVID-Response Plan Update – ORANGE
• Sun 8:15am Divine Service MASK-REQUIRED
• Sun School and Bible Class IN-PERSON CANCELED
• Sun 10:45am Divine Service MASK-RECOMMENDED
• Wed 7:00pm Vespers Service MASK-RECOMMENDED

A copy of the latest Update has been emailed, placed in your
member mailbox and also available on our website and Narthex.
•

•

Pews have been re-taped to better accommodate social
distancing. You may sit anywhere in the Sanctuary NOT
marked with blue tape and 6’ from other individuals or
households. In addition, we ask that you do not gather in the
narthex or elsewhere before or after the service.
For those of you who choose to continue to shelter in
place, the early service will be streamed on our YouTube
channel.

•

To view the service or Bible Study online, visit our homepage at
www.adventlutheran.org and click on the YouTube link. Videos
are streamed “live” or you may watch them at any time.

•

If you watch the service online, please print this bulletin
(includes the entire service - hymns, propers, prayers, etc.)

•

Communication updates are posted on the website. Check
there weekly for bulletins and prayer sheets, etc. Copies of the latest
updates will also be available in the narthex.

Visitors & Guests
•
•

•

Thank you for attending! Please introduce yourself to one of the
Pastors or Elders.
Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church teaches and believes that
through the body and blood of Jesus Christ, offered under bread
and wine in the Lord’s Supper, God gives to His children the
forgiveness of sins. Since this is a sacred meal, Advent distributes
the Lord’s Supper to communicants who have been prepared to
receive it. Please speak with one of the pastors if you desire to
receive the Sacrament with us.
Please sign our Visitors’ Register in the Narthex.

The Son of God came into the world to bear
our sins and be our Savior (represented by
the sacrificial lamb at the foot of the
manger). Taking to Himself our human
nature, the Son of God entered Creation at
Bethlehem (the city in white). In nature both
God and man, Jesus is the “Christ” (the
“Chi” & “Rho” in the manger are the first
two Greek letters of the word “Christ”). He
came to fulfill the ancient Messianic promies
made by God to the Jewish people. “He
shall save His people from their sins,” the
angel said to Mary. The Messiah still comes
to us today, through his Word. His manger
is a humble and lowly heart.
(An original water color painting by Peggy J. Colson
of the chancel window).

Rev. Marcus Mackay, Sr. Pastor
mmackay@adventlutheran.org
317.847.7215

Rev. James Grady, Asst. Pastor
jgrady@adventlutheran.org
317.372.6289

The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Eve Midnight
Tonight’s Readings
Isaiah 9:2-7
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1–20

The Light of Christ Shines Forth in the
Darkness
Heaven and earth rejoice on this night because the
glory of the Triune God is manifested in the human
birth of “our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus
2:13). In Him, the Father’s grace, mercy and peace rest
upon the world. The silence of death is broken by this
“good news of great joy that will be for all the people”
(Luke 2:10). And all we who have gone astray like lost
and wandering sheep, who have “walked in the
darkness” of doubt and fear and sinful unbelief, behold
“a great light” in the nativity of Christ (Is. 9:2). In Him
“the grace of God has appeared” (Titus 2:11). For this Child of Mary who is born for us, this dear Son
of God who is given to us, will bear the burden of our sin and death in His own body on the cross. He
thereby establishes a government of peace, “with justice and with righteousness,” which shall have
no end; not by any work of man, but “the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this” (Is. 9:7).

Exploring the Hymn of the Day
From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
Martin Luther (1483–1546) was the Augustinian friar and priest whom God used to shine the light of
the Gospel upon a Church which thought that salvation came by works. Luther published many
theological writings, lectures and sermons. He also wrote hymns for the Church to sing. One of his
beloved hymns (published in 1535) is “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come.” Few know that this
hymn was not originally written for use in the Church’s service. It was written for Luther’s family
celebration at home. The family kept the feast day both at church and in their home. There are
varying accounts related to the first usage of this hymn in the Luther household. It appears that a
man or boy, dressed as an angel, sang the first five stanzas, the angel’s message. Then, all the others
sang stanza 6. Differing family members sang stanzas 7–13. Everybody except the “angel” sang
stanza 14. Heaven and earth combined as the “angel” joined all the others in singing the final stanza.







In His Service:
Rev. Marcus Mackay, Sr. Pastor
mmackay@adventlutheran.org 317.847.7215
Rev. James Grady, Assistant Pastor
jgrady@adventlutheran.org
317.372.6289
Deb Trewartha, Director of Choirs; Preschool Director dtrewartha@adventlutheran.org
Phil Lehman, Kantor & Organist
Altar Flowers - Thank you to Paul & Ruth Siegfried for sponsoring today’s altar flowers.
Special Music – Thank you to Natalie Grady, soloist and Megan Grady, viola.

Divine Service Setting Three

LSB p. 184

Prelude & Ringing of Bells
Stand

Processional Hymn

Angels from the Realms of Glory

LSB 367

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C
P
P
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P
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

P
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O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 2:1-2, 4-6: antiphon: Liturgical Text

When all was still, and it was midnight,
your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne.
Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD and against his anointed.
He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision.
Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury, saying,
“As for me, I have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”

Kyrie

LSB 186

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 187

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we
have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on
them has light shined. 3You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4For the yoke of his burden, and the
staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For every boot of
the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
2
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem

Still, Still, Still
Setting by M. Rotermund, CPH
Still, still, still, your heart with joy I'd fill;
For you I would sing and kneel by the manger,
Safely kept and free from danger,
Still, still, still, your heart with joy I'd fill.
Sleep, sleep, sleep in a stable with the sheep.
My heart, your manger, glows with glory,
Awed by angels with their story,
Sleep, sleep, sleep in a stable with the sheep.
Love, love, love sent down from above;
My soul declare thanksgiving,
Joyously singing,
Love, love, love, my Lord from heaven above.

Epistle

Titus 2:11-14

11For

the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present
age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his
own possession who are zealous for good works.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Choir:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you.”

Cong:

Holy Gospel
P

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the second chapter

1In

Luke 2:1-20

those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own
town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
9
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy
that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day

5

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come

“These are the signs that you shall mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”

LSB 358

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Who unto us His Son has giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Sermon
Stand

Offertory

LSB 192

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P

LSB 194

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son,
we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 195

Lord’s Prayer

LSB 196

The Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini

LSB 197

Agnus Dei

LSB 198

Sit

Distribution
Please wait patiently in your pew until an Elder or Usher motions to you. You and/or your household should come down the Center
Aisle, maintaining appropriate distance between other Individuals and/or Households that will be in front and behind you. You may
kneel or stand at the Communion Rail. Please maintain appropriate distance from other parishioners. If you are wearing a
mask, please remove it and hold out your hand to receive our Lord’s Body, the Common Chalice and/or Individual Chalice. After
communion, please exit to the side aisle, placing the individual chalices carefully in the bowl provided. Then return to your seats,
maintaining appropriate distance from the other communicants.
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive,
saying:
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

Distribution Hymn

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

LSB 366

Soloist sings stanzas 1-2, Congregation sings stanzas 3-4

Distribution Hymn

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

LSB 380

Distribution Hymn

O Little Town of Bethlehem

LSB 361

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace and with great joy, your sins are forgiven.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving

LSB 200

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benedicamus

LSB 202

Benediction

LSB 202

Recessional Hymn

Angels We Have Heard on High

LSB 368

Postlude
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