
                                                   Holy Baptism 
 

Invocation 

Prayer for family, friends, and church family 

 

New Testament Terms 

 

Nicodemus:  The curious Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin who came to Jesus by night 
and heard Jesus speak about Holy Baptism. He assisted Joseph of Arimathea in Jesus' burial. 

 

new birth (or born again):  Common New Testament synonyms for Baptism as the work of God 
through which He gives new life in Christ. To be "born of water and the Spirit" (John 3: 5), "not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John 1: 13). 

 

Old Adam ( or the flesh):  The rebel "unbeliever" in the Christian who is an enemy of God, a 
child of the devil, totally sinful and corrupt, completely self-centered, and a hater of God and all 
that is good. 

 

New Man:  The faithful "believer" in the Christian who is the creation of the Holy Spirit and a 
lover of God and all that is good. 

 

Central Thoughts on Holy Baptism from Jesus' Catechesis of Nicodemus 

 

♦ To be "born again" means to be baptized with water in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

♦ The Holy Spirit works the new birth of faith, through water, by means of the Word of 
God. 

♦ To be "born of water and the Spirit" refers to the "water and the Word" of Holy 
Baptism. 



♦ Holy Baptism contains God's promises of salvation in Christ to those who receive it. 

♦ Baptism is administered for the purpose of bringing people to faith in Christ, that they 
may not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

Bible Reading:       John 3:1-21 

Review 

 

 

 

Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus? He knew Jesus was a teacher who had come from God and 
that God was with Him because of the signs (miracles) that Jesus performed.  

 

How did Jesus answer Nicodemus? "Most assuredly, ! say to you, unless one is born again, he  

cannot see the kingdom of God."  

 

According to Jesus, what is necessary in order to "see the kingdom of God"? One must be "born  

again." (The term "born again," as it is often translated from the Greek, literally means "born 
from above" or "born from God" or "born from heaven.'')  

 

What does "seeing the kingdom of God" mean? Salvation in Christ.  

 

What did Jesus' words make Nicodemus think of? The act of physical birth, being born a second  

time of one's mother's womb.  



How does Jesus further define the term "born again" or "born from above"? To be "born of  

water and the Spirit." 

 

Whose work is Holy Baptism? It is entirely God's work. 

 

Whose work is Holy Baptism? It is entirely God's work. 

 

How does Jesus join the Holy Spirit to the water in Baptism? By His Word. 

 

What is the promise of God in Holy Baptism? "For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God 
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might 
be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned 
already. because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God." 

 

Summary  

 

Jesus' catechesis of Nicodemus amplifies the meaning of Jesus' command to "make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." 
Holy Baptism is God's work. It is the "new birth from above" by which the Holy Spirit is 
bestowed upon us and we are made the children of God. The Holy Spirit is given in Baptism that 
we might believe in the only begotten Son of God who was lifted up on the cross for our 
salvation. Jesus' teaching that we must be "born of water and the Spirit" confirms the teaching 
of the Small Catechism that "Baptism is not just plain water but it is the water included in God's 
command and combined with God's Word." God's Spirit is promised in the water of Baptism by 
God's Word and command to baptize. That no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 
born from above confirms the catechism's teaching that Baptism works forgiveness of sins, 
rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe as the words 
and promises of God declare. Jesus' teaching that "God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life" helps 
us understand Jesus' promise, "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved" (Mark 16:16). 
Jesus' forgiveness and salvation is the very content of Holy Baptism to be received by faith. 
Faith, therefore, clings to the promises of God in the water of Baptism. It is not ordinary water 



that saves, but the Word of God that is in and with the water that carries the promise of 
everlasting life. As the catechism asks, "How can water do such great things? Certainly not just 
water, but the Word of God in and with the water does these things, along with the faith which 
trusts this Word of God in the water." Throughout Jesus' catechesis with Nicodemus, He 
emphasizes the work of the Triune God by whose name Baptism receives its power to give the 
new birth from above that sinners might see the kingdom of God. God the Father gives the new 
birth by water and the Holy Spirit that we might believe in the only begotten Son of God who 
was lifted up for our salvation. 

 

Close with the Lord’s Prayer 


