
    The Emmaus Disciples and the Ascension of Our Lord 
 

Invocation 

Prayer for family, friends, and church family 

 

New Testament Terms 

 

the Emmaus disciples:    The two disciples on Easter day to whom Jesus revealed Himself in the 
expounding of the Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread. 

 

the Easter Greeting :    The ancient salutation among Christians which celebrates and confesses 
the resurrection of Christ. Salutation: "The Lord is risen!" Response: "He is risen indeed! 
Alleluia!". 

 

the Helper ( or the Comforter):     Names used by Jesus for the Holy Spirit, describing Him as 
the One who would "help" and "comfort" the church and the apostles in their work. 

 

The command to baptize ( or the Great Commission):      The "holy orders" which Jesus gave to 
the ministers of His church to "make disciples of all nations" by baptizing them in the name of 
the Triune God and teaching them to cling to all that Jesus taught. 

 

Central Thoughts 

 

+ The Word of God is the only thing that can create and sustain faith in Christ. 

+ Jesus Christ is the message of all the Scriptures-His death and resurrection and the      
preaching of repentance and the forgiveness of sins in His name. 

+ The purpose of preaching is to create and sustain faith in Christ. 

+ The Lord's Supper is faithfully celebrated only when it is preceded by the preaching of 
repentance and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus' name. 



 

+ We believe in the resurrection of the body: Jesus rose bodily from the dead and we shall 
rise bodily from the dead on the last day. 

+ The Church preaches the Gospel and administers the Sacraments until Jesus comes 
again in glory. 

 

Bible Reading                               Luke 24: 13-53 

 

 

 

 

Review  

 

What day were the two disciples traveling from Jerusalem to Emmaus? Easter Sunday, the day  

that Jesus rose from the dead.  



What were they talking about? Jesus' suffering and death at the hands of the chief priests and 
elders of the people.  

 

Why did Jesus prevent them from recognizing Him with their eyes? He wanted them to "see  

Him" through the Scriptures, to hear how the Scriptures taught that it was necessary for the  

Christ to suffer and die, and on the third day to rise again. 

 

Did these disciples accurately report the basic facts surrounding Jesus' death and resurrection?  

Yes.  

 

Did these disciples believe that Jesus was alive? No.  

 

Why do they not believe? Faith comes only by hearing the Word of God.  

 

How does Jesus catechize them  ? He opens up to them all the Old Testament Scriptures (the 
Torah and the prophets) and teaches them from the Scriptures that it was necessary for the 
Christ to suffer and die before entering into His glory in the resurrection. 

 

What did these disciples ask Jesus to do when they drew near the village of Emmaus? To stay  

with them since the day was almost over.  

 

What did Jesus do when He went into their house? "He sat at table with them  took bread, 

blessed and broke it, and gave it to them."  

 

What happened immediately after they received the bread from Jesus? They recognized Him 
with their eyes.  

 

What was the breaking of the bread? The Lord's Supper.  



What does this teach us about how the Lord's Supper should be celebrated today? The 
preaching of the Gospel from the Scriptures must always precede the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper so that communicants receive the Sacrament with true faith in Jesus' words. 

 

D id Jesus leave them?    No, Luke records that Jesus "vanished from their sight." He is still 
present with us by His Word and sacraments, even though we may not see Him with our eyes. 

 

What did Jesus do when He took them out to Bethany? He lifted up His hands and blessed 
them, giving them a benediction of salvation, just like the high priest in the Old Testament.  

 

What happened while He was giving them the benediction? He was carried up into heaven. 
How did the disciples respond to Jesus' ascension? They worshiped Him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy.  

 

According to Matthew 28: 16-20, what command or holy orders did Jesus give His disciples at 
His ascension? "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations; baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age." 

 

What do we call this command? The command to baptize or the Great Commission. 

 

Summary  

Jesus' catechesis of the disciples on the road to Emmaus and in the upper room teaches us that 
the only source and foundation for faith in Christ is the Word of God. Jesus prevented the 
disciples from recognizing Him with their eyes, so that He could teach them to recognize Him 
with their ears in the preaching of the Gospel from the Holy Scriptures. Faith comes by hearing 
the Word of God preached. According to Jesus, the entire Old Testament is about Him and 
preaches that His death and resurrection is necessary for salvation.  

 

Close with The Lord’s Prayer 

 


