
 

The Congregation at Prayer 

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 

Palm Sunday – April 5, 2020 

If you have not taken your hymnal home contact Pastor Grady and he will deliver it to your 
home.   I will simply place it in a zip lock bag and leave it on the doorstep. Wipe it down with a Lysol wipe when you receive it. I 

will do the same as I put it in the bag. It is your families and a treasure trove of Lutheran resources for devotion and prayer! The 
Daily Prayers, to be used for family devotions, can be found beginning on page 294. Prayers, Intercessions and Thanksgivings, for 
almost any occasion, begin on page 305. 
  

Dear Saints of Advent, 
 
What are you going through this week? What trials, pains, suffering are you and your family enduring? This week we 
read the passion narrative, the history, of our Lord’s suffering and death before the joy of Easter.  It is easy to form 
images in our minds, many that are enhanced by the artwork that has been created and passed down through the ages. 
They might be wood carvings, paintings or even movies we watched every year at this time on TV (when there was only 
4-5 channels).  It is good to meditate on the passion of Christ and his suffering for our sins.  
 
As Jesus week progressed from Palm Sunday and what seemed like a glorious entrance into Jerusalem, Jesus’ mind was 
on sinners and not those simply before him that would turn against Him and crucify Him. Our Lord’s mind was on each 
and every one of us throughout all time. “Father forgive them, for they no not what they do” was His plea from the cross 
for the forgiveness of all sinners throughout all time. It was a plea to forgive our lack of fear, love and trust in God. It was 
a plea to forgive our idolatry that seeks solace, comfort, peace and protection in things other than God’s Word and His 
promise that he is ever with us until the passing of this world and the resurrection.  
 
Even as God the Father looked at His Son on the cross, He knew you, in this time and this place.  He knew then, and 
knows now, your trials, pains, fears and suffering in this veil of tears that the devil uses to take your eyes off of Jesus, 
what He has suffered for you. The devil’s greatest wish is that we, like Peter walking on water, would take our eyes off of 
Christ and look at the storm, the turmoil around us, and sink into fear and doubt.  But remember, Jesus words on that 
Good Friday afternoon before He gave up His spirit “It is FINISHED!”  The power of the devil and death has been 
vanquished and when we are tempted and succumb to Satan’s conniving Jesus pleads His case for us “Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” He gives to us His righteousness, His perfect holiness so that we can stand 
before God the Father blameless and holy on that last day and is ever-present with us until that time in His Word and 
Sacraments by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
 
610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
1 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    And purge away my sin; 

From worldly passions set me free 

    And make me pure within. 

 

2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 

    By anxious thoughts oppressed; 

Let me Your loving servant be 

    And taste Your promised rest. 

 

3 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    Amid the battle’s strife; 

In all my pain and misery, 

    O be my health and life! 

 

4 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    Nor let me go astray; 

Through darkness and perplexity 

    Point out Your chosen way. 

 

5 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    That, when this life is past, 

I may the_eternal brightness see 

    And share Your joy at last. 
Text: Public domain 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + give you peace. 



 
 

Are you and your family desiring the Lord’s Supper?  Times have been set aside for individuals and families of our 
congregation to receive the Sacrament for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening of our faith.  A signup has been 
placed on the website and openings are being adjusted according to when is appears demand is greatest. The sign up is 
available here https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4eadac29a4fb6-home .  
 
Daily Prayer LSB pp 294-298 Pray and confess out loud the Daily Prayer – For Individuals and Families as you are able, or as your 
family size and ages dictate. Use the one appropriate for the time of day your devotion takes place.  Include the Apostles Creed 
before The Lord’s Prayer if the setting you regularly use does not include it so as to confess it daily.  Learn by heart the catechism, 
and hymn of the week. 

Psalm 31:9–16; antiphon: v. 5  (This is the psalm for the current week of the church year.) 
Prayer on the Psalm: O triune God, strengthen my faith that I may worship You alone. Amen. (Lutheran Study Bible ESV) 

Daily Psalms       Sunday        Monday            Tuesday            Wednesday       Thursday         Friday     Saturday     
Morning                95, 96              98, 100                 101                       103                     105                107                       109 
Evening                    97                    99                        102                       104                     106                108                  110, 111 

 
Hymn of the Week: LSB 444 – No Tramp Of Soldiers’ Marching Feet 
(Text – Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926; Music: English; adapt. & harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872 – 1958, alt. 
The tune can be found on the web. Search “KINGSFOLD”  
 

Readings for the week…  

Sundays Lectionary Readings (each chapter could be reviewed) – Zechariah 9:9-12; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 27:11-54 

Readings for the week from Lutheran Catechesis are as follows… 

Day Bible Readings  

Monday  
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday  

Matthew 26:2-16 – Jesus Is Anointed at Bethany 
Matthew 26:17-56 – Jesus Celebrates the Passover – Jesus Prays in the Garden of Gethsemane 
Matthew 26:57-75 – Jesus Faces the Sanhedrin 
Matthew 27:1-44 – Jesus Faces Pontius Pilate – The King of the Jews Is Mocked 
Matthew 27:45-66 – Jesus’ Death and Burial 

 

 
Prayers:  
Weekly Collect - Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to 
suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made 
partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen  

 
Daily Themes for Prayer: 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for true and godly worship throughout the world; and for the faithful preaching 
and hearing of God’s Word. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for your calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation 
and well-being of our neighbors; for government; and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the addicted and the despairing; for the tortured and oppressed; and for those 
struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that all may live together under the grace of Christ according to the Word of God; for parents 
who must rear their children alone; and for godly school, our church schools, and seminaries. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for missionaries; and for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed sacrament of the Lord’s 
body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for its spread throughout the whole world, especially in our 
community; and for the persecuted.   

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the sick and dying; for the revival for those who are withering in the faith or have fallen 
away; and for receptive hearts for worship and study on the Lord’s Day.  

 
Specific prayer request can now be found in the announcements that are emailed weekly to all members. 

Looking forward to Easter Sunday – April 12, 2020 
Hymns Next Week   442, 444, 602 – 631 – 423, 441 
Texts Following the One-Year Lectionary: Job 19:23-27; 1 Corinthians  5:6-8 or 15:51-57 or      

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4eadac29a4fb6-home

