
7th grade Sunday School Lesson for March 29, 2020 

 

In our last lesson we find a very young shepherd boy named David, fighting the 

Philistine giant, Goliath. As time goes on throughout 1 Samuel, David grows up and 

becomes part of King Saul’s army. He also finds himself in the company of Saul’s son, 

Jonathan, and they become best friends. Saul honors David by giving him one of his 

daughters in marriage. But as time went on, King Saul became jealous of David’s 

success on the battlefield. When Saul hears the crowds singing the praise of David, 

Saul decides that unless he eliminates David, Jonathan will never follow him as the 

King of Israel.   

Throughout the last few chapters of 1 Samuel, King Saul pursues David to kill 

him, but the Lord protects David. Meanwhile the Philistines continue their assaults 

on Israel, and by the last chapter the fighting becomes fierce. The Philistines pressed 

hard against Israel, and killed Saul’s sons, Jonathan, Abinadad and Malki-Shua. When 

Saul realized he’d be killed by the Philistines, he fell on his sword. So the last chapter 

of 1 Samuel ends with the death of King Saul and his three sons.  

2 Samuel opens with David hearing of the death of his dear friend, Jonathan, his 

brothers, and King Saul. David’s lament for Saul and Jonathan ends with the lines- 

“How the mighty have fallen in battle! Jonathan lies slain on your heights.  

I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; you were very dear to me… 

How the mighty have fallen! The weapons of war have perished!” 

By chapter five of 2 Samuel, David is King of Israel, and continues to fight the 

Philistines, and in chapters 8, 9 and 10, he is warring with other nations, and he 

defeats the Ammonites; the Arameans were afraid to help the Ammonites after 

40,000 foot soldiers were stuck down, and 700 charioteers were destroyed.  

But, the mighty are not just defeated by war. Sometimes we see those in great 

power defeated because of great temptation. Chapter 11 of 2 Samuel opens up 

almost like a short story. “In the spring, at the time when Kings go off to war, David 

sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the 

Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.”  

Why? 

That was always the question in the back of my mind as I read this story aloud to 

my freshmen at our Christian high school. Why did David stay behind? After all, it 

was spring, at the time when Kings go off to war. Did David have a reason to remain 

at Jerusalem? 

The text quickly reveals David walking around on his roof in the evening and 

when he see a very beautiful woman, David sends messengers to get her. Perhaps 



that would have been the end of the story, but later Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah 

the Hittite, sends David a note that she is pregnant.  

Now David has a terrible problem. Uriah, the Hittite is part of King David’s royal 

guard, and he is also a faithful soldier. Instead of going home to be with his wife, he 

sleeps at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants. David’s scheme to 

cover up his sin falls apart when Uriah refuses to go home to his wife Bathsheba.  

So David sends a letter to Joab telling him to put Uriah in the front line where 

the fighting is the fiercest in the battle, and then to withdraw from him so he will be 

struck down and die. Joab follows King David’s instructions and Uriah dies in battle.  

Now David is guilty of both adultery and murder, but more than that, because 

he is in the position of being King of Israel, his sin is magnified. Like all sinners, David 

tries to cover up his sin and justify his actions. The sin that began in his heart when 

he coveted his neighbor’s wife, flowed from his desire to have what God hadn’t 

given him. God made him King of Israel, gave him everything, including wives and 

children, and success in battles, and yet, David deliberately sinned by taking his 

neighbor’s wife. At the end of chapter 11, we read: 

“When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 

After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she 

became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the 

Lord.” 

So the Lord sent Nathan, the prophet, to King David, and Nathan told him a 

story about a rich man who took a poor man’s little ewe lamb to prepare for a dinner. 

Now this poor man’s ewe shared the man’s food and drink and played with his 

children; it was like a daughter to him. But the rich man didn’t take a sheep from his 

own to make a meal for the traveler, instead he took the poor man’s ewe.  

David was so angry when he heard the story that he said, “…the man who did 

this deserves to die!” 

“Then Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of 

Israel says: I anointed you king over Israel, and delivered you from the hand of Saul. I 

gave you your master’s house to you and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave 

you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have 

given you even more. Why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil 

in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be 

your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now, therefore, the 

sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife 

of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.” 

The Lord told David that he would bring calamity upon him, and David suddenly 

realized the enormity of his sin. He told Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 

 Nathan also told him that the son born to him and Bathsheba would die. But, 

Nathan did not leave without giving David absolution of his sin. “The Lord has taken 



away your sin. You are not going to die. But because by doing this you have made the 

enemies of the Lord show utter contempt, the son born to you will die.” 

Psalm 51 was written by David after he received Nathan’s ministry of the word.  

“Have mercy on me, O God 

According to your unfailing love; 

According to your great compassion 

Blot out my transgressions. 

Wash away all my iniquity 

And cleanse me from my sin… 

He finishes up the psalm with the very familiar lines: 

O Lord, open my lips 

And my mouth will declare your praise 

You do not delight in sacrifice or I  

would bring it; 

You do not take pleasure in burnt  

offerings. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken 

Spirit; 

A broken and contrite heart 

O God, you will not despise… 

 

During the Lenten season we often turn to the full text of Psalm 51 to read 

and meditate. David’s words are clearly what we need to hear as we repent of 

our sins against the Lord.  

Nathan brought God’s word to David to show him his sin. Likewise, we often 

have those in authority show us our wrongdoings. Parents, teachers, and pastors 

often point out our sins. What is our response? Do we detest correction, and 

shun those who show us our sin by pointing us to God’s Word? Or, do we follow 

the example of David, and ask for God’s forgiveness. God loves us in many ways, 

and he disciplines us in love, teaching us to rely upon His grace alone.  

When I taught this lesson to my freshmen at our Christian high school, I 

asked them to raise their hand if they had ever sinned. Little by little they raised 

their hands, but in every class there were one or two students who refused to 



confess they had sinned at some point in their lives. So I asked the question. 

“What if I talked to your mother, what would she say?”   

Immediately, their hands went up in the air. Sometimes we must be 

confronted with a Nathan before we admit that we have sinned.  

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1: 8, 9.  

 

 

 

 

   

 


