
                                           Palm Sunday 
Invocation 

Prayer for family, friends, and church family 

 

New Testament Terms 

 

Holy Week:   The most important week in the ministry of our Lord, beginning with 
Palm Sunday, followed by Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and 
ending with Easter Sunday. This is the week of our salvation in Jesus' institution of 
the Lord's Supper, suffering, death, and resurrection. 
 
Palm Sunday:    The day Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey while the multitude 
laid their garments and palm branches on the road, and the multitudes cried out to 
Him in fulfillment of the Scriptures,  
"Hosanna to the Son of David! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!' 
Hosanna in the highest!" (Matthew 21:9). 
 
Hosanna:   The word which means "save [us] now!" which was chanted from the 
psalms (Psalm 118:25) by the people on Palm Sunday. 
 
The Sanctus:   The ancient hymn of heaven and earth that is sung in the Divine 
Service at the consecration of the bread and wine. This hymn combines the song of 
the angels at the commissioning of Isaiah, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth," 
with the song sung by the people at the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday, "Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord." It is the fourth of the five great songs of the Divine Service. Its Latin title 
comes from the first word of the hymn and means "holy." 

Bethany:   The village on the Mount of Olives about two miles from Jerusalem that 
was the home of Lazarus and his sisters Mary and Martha. 



 
Mary and Martha:   The two sisters of Lazarus from Bethany who received Jesus 
into their home; the one sat at His feet and faithfully listened to His Word, while the 
other was busy worrying about all the preparations. (The sister who sat at Jesus' 
feet is also the one who anointed His feet with oil at the beginning of Holy Week.) 
They witnessed the raising of their brother Lazarus from the dead. 
 
Lazarus:   The brother of Mary and Martha from the village of Bethany who often 
received Jesus into his home, and who was raised by Jesus from the dead after he 
had been in the grave for four days. 

 

Central Thoughts 

♦ All the events of Holy Week unfolded according to the Scriptures just as God said they 
would for us and for our salvation. 

♦ Jesus' lowly entry into Jerusalem proclaimed Him to be the true Messiah and Redeemer  
of Israel, who would begin His reign as King by dying for His people. 

♦ The multitudes confessed Jesus to be the LORD as they sang the song of the Passover: 
"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!" 

♦ The time of the Old Testament sacrifices came to an end because Jesus fulfilled them 
once for all in His death upon the cross. 

♦ We have access to God only through His mercy to us in Jesus. 

♦ God causes babies to believe in Jesus and confess His name. 

♦ Jesus' authority comes from God the Father. 

 

Bible Reading                               Matthew 21:1-22  



 

Review 
What is the city of Jerusalem noted for? It was the capital city of the Jews in which the temple is 
built. It is sometimes called Zion, city of Judah, city of God, city of the great King, and the h city. 
Many of the prophets were persecuted and martyred there.  

 

Why did Jesus send two disciples to a village opposite them to find a donkey and a donkey colt? 
So that He could ride into Jerusalem upon them in fulfillment of the prophet Zechariah 
(Zechariah 9:9). 

 

Who is the "daughter of Zion"? All the Jews who were waiting for the Redeemer of Israel.  

 

What did Jesus' riding into Jerusalem in this way proclaim? That He was Christ, the King who 

had come in lowliness to save His people from their sins.  

 



What did people in the ancient world do to pay homage to their king? They called him their 
Lord, cried out to him for mercy, and laid their garments or palm branches along his path.  

 

What do the disciples confess by laying their clothes upon the donkeys for Jesus to sit upon?  

That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

 

When were palm branches used for celebration in the Old Testament? The Feast of 
Tabernacles, which celebrated the goodness of the LORD and His deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt.  

 

What is this day called in the church year? Palm Sunday.  

 

What week does it begin? Holy Week.  

 

What happens on Friday of Holy Week? Jesus is crucified.  

 

What did the multitudes cry out as Jesus rode into Jerusalem?- “Hosanna to the Son of David!  

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORDI Hosanna in the highest!”  

 

When do we sing this song today? in the Divine Service during the liturgy of Holy Communion. 
As Jesus came into Jerusalem in lowliness to suffer and aie upon the cross, so He comes among 
us in the lowliness of bread and wine to give us His true body and blood for our salvation. 

 

What is this song called? The Sanctus.  

 

What does "hosanna" mean? "LoRD, save us now!"  

 

What are they confessing by calling Jesus the "Son of David"? That He is the Messiah, Christ,  

their King.  



Did everyone believe that Jesus was the Messiah? No, some wondered, "Who is this?"  

 

What were the money changers selling in the temple? Animals for the sacrifices.  

 

Why does Jesus drive out the money changers? First, because the Old Testament sacrifices were 
coming to an end in Jesus' sacrifice once for all. Second, because the faith of the Jews had 
become a "works-righteous faith." They believed that they could purchase their salvation 
through their offerings and sacrifices. 

 

Upon what basis do we pray to God? On the basis of His mercy to us, in Christ, not on the basis 
of our works. God's mercy was the basis for all the prayers the Lord appointed for Israel in the 
temple. 

 

How did Jesus proclaim Himself to be the Christ after He had driven out the money changers?  

He healed the blind and the lame, as the prophets had said the Messiah would do.  

 

Why did the chief priests and scribes become angry at Jesus' miracles and the children's 

confession of faith? They were jealous of Jesus and did not believe in Him 

 

Summary 

The Lord's triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, which will 
culminate in our Lord's death and resurrection. He enters Jerusalem in lowliness, riding on a 
donkey and on a colt, the foal of a donkey, in fulfillment of the Scriptures. The Old Testament 
sacrificial worship will be fulfilled in Jesus' death upon the cross. He is the true Passover Lamb, 
and by the shedding of His blood He will redeem the world from sin and death and inaugurate 
His reign as the true and eternal King of Israel. The multitudes believe Him to be the Messiah, 
the Son of David, and hail Him with the song of the Passover: "Hosanna to the Son of David." 
They celebrate their King's entry into the Holy City by raising palm branches in His honor in a 
celebration reminiscent of the Feast of Tabernacles, which commemorated the Lord's 
redemption of Israel from slavery in Egypt. But they do not yet realize how He will accomplish 
their salvation. He must suffer and die for the sins of the world. By His suffering and death He 
conquers sin, death, and the power of hell and wins salvation for all sinners. 



Close with The Lord’s Prayer 


