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From the Pastor 

Enjoy the following article by a wonderful Lutheran lay-
man, Mr. T.R. Halvorson, a member at Trinity Lutheran 
Church (LCMS) in Sidney, Montana and Deputy County 
Attorney.  May the Lord so grant our prayers for faithful 
parents in teaching and nurturing our youth!    
Pr. Mackay 

Encouragement for the Scared Father 

Not long ago in a discussion in an online Lutheran group, one father did a manly thing. He 
admitted he was scared in his role as father. He said, “Nothing scares me quite like teach-
ing my children.” 

Hallelujah! I told him, “This is a fact true of many fathers. Usually we just keep ducking, 
but now, in saying this, you are standing up. The Lord is at work here.” 

Let me give you a collection of encouragements to overcome what scares you. 

1.  God is for your children, and God is for you as father. 
2.  The Catechism is simple, and using it is simple. 
3.  Your influence is built into nature. 
4.  Repetition is effective. 
5.  Children like to answer questions. 
6.  Your own faith and confidence in Christ will grow. 

1.  God is for your children, and God is for you as father. 

“He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things?” Romans 8:32 

We wonder if God wants to give us what we need as fathers. He already gave his Only Be-
gotten Son into death for your child. He will, with the death of his Son, give you what is 
needed to be the first evangelist of the Gospel to your child, so that the death of the Only 
Begotten can become precious to your child. 

Through the Scriptures, the Church, and Dr. Luther, God has given you the simple little 
tool you need, the Small Catechism. “Prince George, of Anhalt, called it the layman’s little 
Bible, containing the substance of the teachings of all the Prophets and Apostles.”[1] 

God wants your children to know the Catechism and be strong in simple faith, because 
this is to grasp onto Christ and his salvation. Realize that when you and your child are 
hearing the Catechism together, “you are two or three gathered in Christ’s name, and 
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there He is among you” (Matthew 18:20), using his Word as a means of grace to deliver the gift of faith. 

Fathering is what the Father in Heaven does, and he delights it giving you the vocation of father in his own like-
ness. See, He is for your imitation of him in fathering. He can be counted on for this. 

Jesus corrected his disciples when they were preventing little children from coming to him. “Jesus said, ‘Let the 
little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.’ And He laid His hands 
on them.” Matthew 19:14-15a 

2.  The Catechism is simple and using it is simple. 

A child can learn the Catechism, and I mean a young child. 

The Catechism that Dr. Luther wrote, without any of the bulky explana-
tions that others added later, really is a very little pamphlet. Remember 
the story of Winston Churchill apologizing to his friend during the war 
for writing such a long letter. He explained its length, saying that with 
the press of war duties, he did not have time to write a short one. 
Shortening things down to the essentials and crystalizing them takes 
time. Luther invested a tremendous amount of time to be able to write 
a little Catechism that has everything your child needs, in the fewest, 
best, and most powerful words. 

Merely reading the Catechism aloud to your child has effect. Its design 
and contents are powerful. Luther had many options and decisions to 
make in creating the Catechism. He gave much study and thought to it 
over a long time. His decisions are genius, and that genius is working 
for you. 

Start while your child is very young. “Let it not be objected that the child cannot understand the prayer. The 
way of education is by practice to understanding, not by understanding to practice.”[2] Keep simply reading it 
to your child. This practicing of the words until your child starts to know them lays the foundation for the un-
derstanding that will come. 

“By giving only a little time and attention to it each week, the parents could easily, in a few years, have all their 
children know it as perfectly as they know their multiplication table.”[3] 

3.  Your influence is built into nature. 

God at creation built it into nature that fathers have influence with their children. This includes all fathers. It 
happens automatically. All fathers influence their children. It is not a question of whether fathers have influ-
ence, but in which direction they will influence. Even an absolutely neglectful father is bearing an influence of 
neglect. 

The mere fact that it is you reading the Catechism to your children bears effect. 

Teachers and pastors have a helpful supporting role. But that is what their role is, helpful and supporting … to 
your primary role. Children will have many teachers and pastors, but they have only one father, you. No one 
else is “my Daddy.” 



4.  Repetition is effective. 

It is great that the Catechism is little. This means your reading can take advantage of repetition. Repetition 
means that you don’t have to bite off more than can be chewed at any one time. Do a little today. Do a little 
tomorrow. Do a little the next day. Then repeat those same littles in the days that follow. 

Read them the first table of the law today, the second table of the law tomorrow. On the third day, you can 
repeat the first table. On the fourth, you can repeat the second table. You can repeat this repetition as often as 
you like, and then go on to the next part of the Catechism. 

If that is too much, just do one commandment today, one commandment tomorrow, and one commandment 
the next day. With the introduction and conclusion, it will take two weeks to get through them. No problem. 
There is nothing wrong with that. You are going to start over again in the third week. Repetition will get it. 

By the time you reach the second chief part, the Creed, you will see what repetition does. This is what over-
comes the squirmy childish behavior that you will see, the appearance that you are accomplishing nothing. Not 
to worry. You have repetition on your side. It does not all have to be accomplished at once. 

What always is accomplished is that they hear the Word of God from their one and only earthly father. Re-
member, the Catechism is the layman’s little Bible.  “The Word of God is living and powerful.”  
Hebrews 4:12  

“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;  
It shall not return to Me void,  
But it shall accomplish what I please,  
And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”     
Isaiah 55:11  

5.  Children like to answer questions. 

After you have repeated one of the chief parts of the Catechism several 
times, you can start addressing the questions to your children. 

Sure, they will stumble and fumble, but they will get pieces of it, and after a while, they will have pretty good 
chunks in memory. No sweat. No muss. No fuss. Bite sized pieces and patience will consume the whole thing. 

Let them enjoy the fun of answering questions. The interaction with you — you questioning, them answering 
— is a great foundation of relationship, and relationship makes an impression. The Catechism gives you a ready
-made conversation. It couldn’t be simpler. 

Commend every effort and accomplishment they make. Tell them, “That’s right,” or “Good job,” or “You’re do-
ing great.” Children want to please their parents. Children need to know their parents are pleased. Feed the 
hunger with good things, words of praise. Children like to answer questions because it is a good way to please 
their parents and receive approval. 

6. Your own faith and confidence in Christ will grow. 

As you read what the Catechism is saying to your children, because of your love for them, you will be contem-
plating the value to them of its words. You will appreciate the importance of these little lambs hearing what 



the Catechism is saying. You will be seeing it through their eyes. Contemplated for its effect on your little 
lambs, you will be entering into the faith of a little child yourself, the kind Jesus loves to give you.  

“Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” Mark 10:14 
________________________ 

https://steadfastlutherans.org/2016/10/encouragement-for-the-scared-father/ - link to article 
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[3] G. H. Gerberding, The Way of Salvation in the Lutheran Church, (Philadelphia: Lutheran Publication Society, 1887, pp. 69-70. 

 

Advent’s Adult Choir looks forward to starting up again on Tuesday evening, September 3, 6:45 - 7:45.  

If you have ever thought you might like to try us out, we would gladly 
welcome you.  There are no auditions, no requirements other than liking 
to sing praise to God.  We work hard during those 60 minutes every 
Tuesday evening, but our varied choir family from young to not-so-
young, from reverent to sassy always seems to have a good time, and 
we feel proud to get to add to our Sunday morning worship.   Please 
consider joining us for a try.   

If you have questions, feel free talk to me or email me at  philip-
spray@att.net      
Phil Spray, Director of Music 

 

 
Many thanks to all Advent members who donated school supplies to Lutheran Child 
and Family Services. A large load of supplies was delivered on August 6 to an appre-
ciative staff who received them for their resident students.  We're waiting to hear 
what is needed next.  

Dr. Preus in the Dominican Republic will let us know what some other needs are 
besides our budgeted donation.  

Remember to put your dollars into the 1-1-1 mailboxes for the English District's 
missions.  So far Advent  members have contributed over $1,825. 

 
Thank you. 
Mission Board 

 

Advent Adult Choir—Try us Out! 

Lutheran Child and Family Services 

https://steadfastlutherans.org/2016/10/encouragement-for-the-scared-father/
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Advent’s new Wednesday evening Bible Study will begin on September 4 at 7:30 p.m. featuring topical 
bible discussions based on the church year led by a pastor. 

Beginning September 18, the focus will shift to a 9-part study of world religions. The classes are based on 
a Concordia pamphlet series that delves into what non-Christian religions teach and believe. It can be 
quite helpful to understand where others are coming from as you discuss your own Christian faith.  Hav-
ing taught this several times in years past, I will lead those discussions.   

Here is the class schedule: 

September 18—Understanding and Responding to Cults and other Religions 
September 25—Understanding and Responding to the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
October 2—Understanding and Responding to the Mormons 
October 9—Understanding and Responding to Eastern Religions 
October 16—Understanding and Responding to Islam 
October 23—Understanding and Responding to the Lodge 
October 30—Understanding & Responding to Christ Scientist & New Christian Religions 
November 6—Understanding and Responding to the Occult 
November 13—Understanding and Responding to the New Age Movement 

God’s Blessings! 
Chuck Long 

 

Andy Behrmann, Gift Planning Counselor for 
the Indiana District, will be giving a presenta-
tion on stewardship and the gift planning pro-
cess during the Bible Study hour on Septem-
ber 29th at 9:30 AM. 

The LCMS Foundation is a ministry arm of the 
synod that assists members to plan gifts to their families, to LCMS ministries, and to other charitable or-
ganizations. They also assist congregations and other ministries to develop endowment funds and man-
age their investments. 

Plan to join Andy as he explains how he can help counsel you through the gift planning process, prepare 
you to meet with an attorney to discuss estate planning, and provide encouragement and expertise in 
helping you to discern how God may be calling you to give a portion of what He has blessed you with to 

your family and to ministry, all at no cost to you or to Advent.  

For more information, contact Andy directly at andy.behrmann@lfnd.org, or 317-374-2866. You can 
learn more about the LCMS Foundation at https://www.lcmsfoundation.org/. 

Bible Study & World Religion Classes 

What is the LCMS Foundation? 
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Our school year is starting off with over 90  
students and a full staff of 14 teachers and 
aides.  The morning classes are all full with the 
exception of a few openings in the Monday  
and Tuesday Mom's Morning Out for 2 year 
olds.  We have openings for Pre-K (4 year olds) 
and Kindergarten in the afternoon classes only.  
Classes will begin with a family chapel in the sanctuary on the first day--Sept 3 and 4 and then 
we are into the school year.  May the Lord bless our year! 

Our youth will be working on music for services and the Christmas Program during a portion of 
the Sunday School hour each Sunday starting Sept 15th.  The Preschool--2nd grade students 
will meet in the Library  and the 3rd-6th grades in the downstairs commons area from 9:30 to 
9:45 and the confirmation/high schoolers in the Library at the end of the Sunday School hour 
(10:15-10:30).  We are looking forward to a wonderful year of making music to the glory of our 
Lord!  Make a joyful noise unto the Lord!! 

Deb Trewartha 

Do you know who your Elder is?   

Beginning this month the Board of Elders will begin their fall calls to all members of our congre-
gation.  It is our hope and intention that through these calls we can get to know you better and 
to serve as a resource for you and your family here at Advent.   

As elected Elders, one of our primary functions is to assist you in any spiritual need that you 
have.  Additionally, we hope to establish a sustainable dialogue whereby you feel comfortable in 
reaching out to us for specific or topical questions concerning our Church.  Our prayer is that 
over time you will feel a sense of connection to your Elder and know that as needed we are here 
for you to interact with and discuss items that are of interest to you.  In preparation for our 
calls, we ask that you consider sharing with us any perspectives or questions such that we in 
turn can collectively discuss and represent them at our monthly meetings with the pastors. 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace .” 1Peter 4:10 

On behalf of the Board of Elders -  

Blessings,  
Steve Vogtman 

Advent School & Youth Music  

Elders' Calls to begin in September 
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For the Kiddos 
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Annual Church Picnic and Rally Day Festivities—NEXT SUNDAY 

September 8th 
Just look for the big white tent! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Members with last names beginning with  

A - G: Salads; H - N: Sides; O - Z: Desserts.   

Thank you and we will see you there!  

 

Heritage Tour Golf Outing—September 15th, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

September 15th — Brookshire Golf Club — Carmel 
$55 per person* 

Warm-up: 1 pm—Tee-time: 1:30 pm 
Registration extended to September 8th!  

*Reduced fee (lunch on your own) 

Proceeds to benefit the Advent Heritage Youth Tour in 2021.  

Register online or via the form available in the Narthex.  

 Advent Activities in September 


