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SERVICE OF PRAYER
AND PREACHING

Prelude & Ringing of Bells

Opening Hymn #433
Students sing Stanzas 1 & 2

OPENING VERSICLES p. 260
CANTICLE #440 st-1&s5
READING PASSION IV
LENT RESPONSORY p. 263
CATECHISM p- 264

Apostles’ Creed

Lord’s Prayer
Lenten Theme Hymn #544

Students sing Stanzas 1 & 2
SERMON
Offering
THE LITANY p. 288
Collect of the Day

Collect of the Word

Evening Prayer - Students sing
CANTICLE #434 st-1
BLESSING p. 267
Closing Hymn #756
Postlude
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WEDNESDAY OF THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Tonight’s Reading
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ (a conflation of the Gospel accounts)
IV. The Praetorium

LENTEN MEALS, SERVICES & DEVOTIONS

Our Wednesdays in Lent begin with a Family Supper (freewill offering) at 6:00pm
followed by Service at 7:00pm. Youth Confirmation Class (Library) and Adult Bible
Study (Fellowship Hall) will commence after each Wednesday evening Lenten
service and conclude by 8:30pm.

Our theme this year is “For Us”. A daily Lent Devotional is provided for each
household (check your mailbox or pick one up from Narthex Info Table). Together, let us study and grow in
faith towards God and one another!

Historically, Lent developed as a season of catechesis: a preparation for Holy Baptism and First Communion.
The daily drowning of the old Adam in us through contrition and repentance, which characterizes the entire
Christian life of discipleship, is deliberately intensified during Lent as a renewal of faith and life in Christ. This
repentance is always the divine work of the Holy Spirit through the Law and the Gospel. The Law crucifies the
old Adam, and the Gospel raises up the new man in us. Thus, a Lenten focus on the cross and Passion of the
Lord Jesus Christ is not aimed at an emotional response but is a pointed proclamation and confession of the
Law and the Gospel, a preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Lent is properly penitential when it
brings the cross to sinners and sinners to the cross of Christ as the fountain and source of forgiveness, life,
and salvation.

We said “farewell” to Alleluia at Transfiguration and our pastors will refrain from chanting during Lent.
Words and songs of high praise are omitted during this penitential season and there is yet to come a
progressive "dropping off" in the liturgy in the weeks ahead. On Ash Wednesday, the Gloria in Excelsis was
silenced; come Judica, the Gloria Patri as well; the Church more and more assembles in solemn silence before
the majesty and mystery of the Holy Cross until at the Great Vigil of Easter these all come roaring back to
greet us.

In His Service Tonight

(P} Rev. Aaron Schultz, Headmaster & Assoc. Pastor Kantor/Organist: Phil Lehman
Choir Director: Deb Trewartha
Audio/Visual: Marc Mackay

7:00pm

Greeter: Open
Usher: Larry Irving
Elder: Tom Mass
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Email the main office at
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for more details!
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SERVICE OF PRAYER & PREACHING

Service of Prayer and Preaching starts on page 260 in the front of the hymnal.

Prelude & Ringing of Bells

Opening Hymn Glory Be to Jesus LSB 433
ALS Students to Sing Stanzas 1 & 2
1 Glory be to Jesus, 4  Abel’s blood for vengeance
Who in bitter pains Pleaded to the skies;
Poured for me the lifeblood But the blood of Jesus
From His sacred veins! For our pardon cries.
2 Grace and life eternal 5  Oft as earth exulting
In that blood 1 find; Wafts its praise on high,
Blest be His compassion, Angel hosts rejoicing
Infinitely kind! Make their glad reply.
3 Blest through endless ages 6  Lift we, then, our voices,
Be the precious stream Swell the mighty flood;
Which from endless torment Louder still and louder
Did the world redeem! Praise the precious blood!
Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt. Text: Public domain
Stand
Opening Lent Versicles LSB 260
(P} This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24
(P} From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised. Psalm 113:3
(P) Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. Joel 2:13
P} Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. Matthew 16:24
P} Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities. Isaiah 53:5
(P} From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Hymn Jesus, I Will Ponder Now LSB 440 sts.1& 5
1 Jesus, I will ponder now 5 If my sins give me alarm
On Your holy passion; And my conscience grieve me,
With Your Spirit me endow Let Your cross my fear disarm;
For such meditation. Peace of conscience give me.
Grant that I in love and faith Help me see forgiveness won
May the image cherish By Your holy passion.
Of Your suff’ring, pain, and death If for me He slays His Son,
That I may not perish. God must have compassion!
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626—81; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Text: Public domain
Sit
Reading from Holy Scripture Passion Reading IV: The Praetorium

When they had bound Jesus, they led him from Caiaphas to the hall of judgment and gave him over to
Pontius Pilate, the governor. It was early. They themselves did not go into the judgment hall, so that they

might not be defiled, but might eat the Passover.



Pilate then went out to them, and said, "What charge do you bring against this man?"

They answered and said to him, "If he were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to
you."

Then Pilate said to them, "Take him, then, and judge him according to your law."

The Jews said to him, "It is not lawful for us to put any man to death." So the word of Jesus was
fulfilled, signifying by what death he should die.

The charges they brought against him were: "We found this fellow perverting the nation, and
forbidding us to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king."

Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said to him, "Are you the King
of the Jews?"

Jesus answered him, "Do you say this for yourself, or did others say it to you about me?"

Pilate answered, "Do you take me for a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have given you
over to me. What have you done?"

Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, then my servants
would have fought that I should not be given over to the Jews; but now my kingdom is not of this world."

Pilate therefore said to him, "Are you a king then?"

Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. I was born, and I came into the world that I should
bear witness to the truth. Everyone that is of the truth hears my voice."

Pilate said to him, "What is truth?"

After he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and said to them, "I find no fault in this man."

The chief priests kept laying one charge after another against him, but he answered not a word. Pilate
questioned him again, saying, "Do you answer nothing? See how many charges they lay against you."
Jesus answered him not a word. Pilate was utterly amazed. He said to the chief priests and to the crowd,
"I find no case against this man."

They pressed their charges more vehemently: "He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judaea,
beginning from Galilee to this place."”

When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. When he learned that he
belonged in Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him on to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem for those days.

When Herod saw Jesus, he was delighted, for he had long wished to see him because of what he had
heard of him, and he hoped to see him do a miracle. He questioned Jesus repeatedly, but he gave him no
answer. The chief priests and scribes stood there and vehemently accused him. Herod and his soldiers
mocked him. They put a splendid robe on him and sent him back to Pilate.

Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that same day, for before this they had been at enmity
with each other.

Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them, "You have
brought this man before me as one subverting the people. See now, I have examined him before you and
have found nothing in this man guilty of any of your charges against him, and neither did Herod, for he
sent him back to us. Mark this, he has done nothing worthy of death. I will have him punished and release
him."

Now at the feast it was the governor's custom to release to the crowd any one prisoner whom they
asked for. They had then a notorious prisoner named Barabbas. He was in prison with the rebels who
had committed murder during the insurrection in the city. Pilate knew that it was out of malice that the
chief priests handed Jesus over. Therefore, he said to them, "Do you want me to release for you Barabbas
or Jesus who is called Christ?"

The chief priests and elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.

Pilate asked them again, "Which of the two do you want me to release for you?"

And they cried out all together, saying, "Away with this man, and release for us Barabbas."

While Pilate was sitting in the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message: "Do not have anything to
do with that man; I have suffered much over him today in a dream."

Again, Pilate addressed them, for he wished to release Jesus. He said to them, "What shall I do then
with Jesus who is called Christ? What shall I do with him whom you call the King of the Jews?"

They all cried out, "Crucify him!"

Pilate said to them, "Why, what evil has he done? I have found no guilt worthy of death in him; I will
therefore punish him and let him go."

They cried out all the louder, "Crucify him! Crucify him!"

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers of the governor led him away into the
praetorium. They gathered the whole band of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a purple
robe on him. When they had woven a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and a reed in his right



hand, and they knelt before him and mocked him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" They spat on him and
took the reed and struck him on the head. They knelt down and did him homage.

Pilate went out again and said to them, "See, I bring him out to you that you may know I find him not
guilty." So, Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Behold
the man!"

When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried, "Crucify him! Crucify him!"

Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I do not find him guilty."

The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he made himself
the Son of God."

When Pilate heard this, he was more afraid and went again into the judgment hall and said to
Jesus, "Where are you from?" Jesus gave him no answer. Then Pilate said to him, "Do you refuse to
speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to crucify you, and I have power to release you?"

Jesus answered, "You would not have any power at all over me, unless it had been given to you from
above. For that reason, he who handed me over to you has the greater sin."

This prompted Pilate to go on trying to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you let this man go,
you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes himself a king sets himself against Caesar."

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a place
that is called the Pavement or, in Hebrew, Gabbatha. It was the Preparation of the Passover, about the
sixth hour. He said to the Jews, "Behold your king!"

They cried out, "Away with him, away with him, crucify him!"

Pilate said unto them, "Shall I crucify your king?"

The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar."

When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but rather a riot was underway, he took water and
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of the blood of this man; see to it
yourselves."

Then all the people responded, "His blood be on us and on our children."

Then Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, gave sentence that it should be as they demanded. He
released to them Barabbas for whom they asked, the man who had been thrown into prison for
insurrection and murder. He had Jesus flogged and then gave him over to their will to be crucified. The
soldiers mocked him, stripped him of the purple robe, put his own clothes on him, and led him out to
crucify him.

P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Lent Responsory LSB 263
[P) We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 1John 2:1
[P] Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. Mark 10:33
[P} We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. Psalm 32:1
Catechism: Apostles’ Creed LSB 264
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, He ascended into heaven
maker of heaven and earth. and sits at the right hand of God the
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Father Almighty.
our Lord, From thence He will come to judge
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, the living and the dead.
born of the virgin Mary, I believe in the Holy Spirit,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, the holy Christian Church,
was crucified, died and was buried. the communion of saints,
He descended into hell. the forgiveness of sins,
The third day He rose again from the resurrection of the body,

the dead. and the life I- everlasting. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen. Matthew 6:9-13

Sit
Lenten Theme Hymn O Love, How Deep LSB 544
ALS Students to Sing Stanzas 1 & 2
1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high,
Beyond all thought and fantasy, 5 For us by wickedness betrayed,
That God, the Son of God, should take For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
Our mortal form for mortals’ sake! He bore the shameful cross and death;
2 He sent no angel to our race, For us He gave His dying breath.
Of higher or of lower place, 6 For us He rose from death again;
But wore the robe of human frame, For us He went on high to reign;
And to this world Himself He came. For us He sent His Spirit here
3 For us baptized, for us He bore To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.
His holy fast and hungered sore; A7 All glory to our Lord and God
For us temptation sharp He knew; For love so deep, so high, so broad;
For us the tempter overthrew. The Trinity whom we adore
4  For us He prayed; for us He taught; Text: attlignfgyggp?ggflg}a?v Egrgarnfll(avle‘g;wwfss, ait.
For us His daily works He wrought, et peblc domer
By words and signs and actions thus
Still seeking not Himself but us.
Sermon
Offering
Stand
The Litany LSB 288
P) O Lord, P} O Lord,
have mercy. have mercy.
(P} O Christ, ®P) O Christ,
have mercy. hear us.
(P) God the Father in heaven, have mercy.
have mercy. P} God the Holy Spirit,
(P) God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy.
(P Be gracious to us. P} Be gracious to us.
Spare us, good Lord. Help us, good Lord.
(P} From all sin, from all error, from all evil;
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion;
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death:
Good Lord, deliver us.
(P} By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and
passion; by Your precious death and burial;



By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

(P} In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of
judgment:

Help us, good Lord.

(P) We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

(P) To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your
Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in
holy living;

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have erred
and are deceived;

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany
Your Word with Your grace and Spirit:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

(P} To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the
weakhearted and the distressed:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

(P) To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our
country Your protection in every time of need;

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all
our people;

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all
who travel;

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their
blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them;

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have
mercy on us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

(P} To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve
for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

(P) Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

we implore You to hear us.

(P} Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

have mercy.

(P} Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

have mercy.

P) Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace.

(P) O Christ, P} O Christ,

hear us. have mercy.

P O Lord, P} O Lord,

have mercy. have mercy. Amen.

Collect of the Day
P) O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your

ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Collect for the Word

(P)

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your

holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus

?hrist, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
orever.

Amen.

Luther’s Evening Prayer - Sung by ALS Students

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously
kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.

Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Hymn Lamb of God, Pure and Holy LSB 434, st. 1
1 Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546 Text: Public domain
Blessing LSB 267
(P) Let us bless the Lord. Psalm 103:1
Thanks be to God.
P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -I- Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.
Sit
Closing Hymn Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me LSB 756
1 Why should cross and trial grieve me? Day by day, Come what may,
Christ is near With His cheer; Guides me and defends me.
Never will He leave me.
Who can rob me of the heaven 4  From God’s joy can nothing sever,
That God’s Son For me won For I am His dear lamb,
When His life was given? He, my Shepherd ever.
I am His because He gave me
2 When life’s troubles rise to meet me, His own blood For my good,
Though their weight May be great, By His death to save me.
They will not defeat me.
God, my loving Savior, sends them; 5 Now in Christ, death cannot slay me,
He who knows All my woes Though it might, Day and night,
Knows how best to end them. Trouble and dismay me.
Christ has made my death a portal
3  God gives me my days of gladness, From the strife Of this life
And I will Trust Him still To His joy immortal!
When He sends me sadness. g;iifiéﬁfSSE};%S&?;?SSSQZS;E Egl%if‘sfi’;‘pﬁii’%‘?‘sp{;ii?';Efn‘i'n‘."ci’;éi;§§§%hui“n§};§,‘§1§2’u‘£?%$f
God is good; His love attends me e - e
Postlude

e T L

UPCOMING

e Women’s Bible Study: 3/23 at 6:30pm

e Youth Confirmation, Questioning & Reception: 3/29

e 7 Last Words Cantata: 3/29

e Spring Break: ALCS 3/23 - 3/27 Preschool 3/27-4/3  CLOSED Easter Monday



