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The Reformation, 25 Years &  
Looking Forward 

It was a blessed Reformation Sunday at Advent 
this past week.  Two little ones were baptized 
into Christ and made heirs of His kingdom--a 
fitting example of the salvation by grace through 
faith we receive freely from our Lord.  There was 
also the announcement of Pastor Marcus Mac-
kay’s decision to accept the call to be our Senior 
Pastor.  His letter to the congregation was read 
before each service by Monte Weimer and the 
news was met with cheerful gasps and applause 

before each service (in good Lutheran form). 

The next two months will be quite pivotal in the history of Advent Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church.  We will install a new pastor to be our shepherd and get 
to know and love his family as our own.  It is fortunate that the season of 
Advent will offer many opportunities to get to know them through both wor-
ship and fellowship.  December 16th is an important day as well. On this Sun-
day we will have our Sunday school Christmas program.  It was also on that 
day in 1993 that the articles of incorporation were signed for Zionsville Lu-
theran Church… the name of which was changed to Advent Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in May of 1995.  For 25 years,  Advent has been faithfully pro-
claiming God’s Word of mercy and grace to the people of not only Zionsville, 
but quite literally to the world.  

This would be good time to consider: 

• Updating our church photo directory, getting as great of participation as possi-

ble.  Historically we average somewhere around 55% participation. Wouldn’t it be 

great to approach somewhere near 80% participation? A high level of participa-

tion would be a blessing to Pastor Mackay and his family. They will have 

much to do as they settle into a house, schools and become familiar with their 

surroundings.  An up to date pictorial directory would be a great help to them as 

they begin to put faces and names together. As members, it will be good for us 

too.  Chris Colson has, once again, agreed to take the photos.  This will take 

place for about three weeks beginning around Thanksgiving.   

• The story of Advent is the story of God entering the lives of His people through 

Word and Sacrament, teaching them to trust Him for their salvation, and nothing 

else.  It is the story of God with us! What is your story as you have experienced 

God’s peace and been a part of Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church over the 

past 25 years?                                                 (continued, pg. 2) 
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As we look forward to December 16th, it would be fun to hear some of your 
memories (be they a year or twenty-five years old) by gathering together 
some photos and stories about the many joyous events that have taken 
place.   

Perhaps you were married here during that time or your children were 
baptized.  Did you come before God to be baptized, confirmed and married 
here at Advent during the past 25 years?   

Do you have a memory from VBS, a Christmas program,  
Heritage Tour, or other event to share?  

Depending on the number of stories and photos submitted, it would be 
nice to bind some of them in booklet form, like our pictorial directory.  All 
will be archived into a physical scrapbook as well as an electronic file.  

Hand written or done electronically, it will be good to archive your memo-
ries of the “early years” of God’s work as seen through the eyes of you, the 
saints of Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church.  

Pastor Grady 

P.S.  Watch Advent Announcements  for more details about  how to sub-
mit your photos and stories  for Advent’s 25th anniversary year. 

 

 

Rev. Marcus Mackay 

We were very pleased to announce to the Advent 

family on Sunday, October 28th that that Rev. Mar-

cus Mackay has accepted the call offered to him to 

be installed as Advent’s next Senior Pastor. 

Please read a copy of his acceptance letter, in its entirety, attached to 

this newsletter.  Subsequent phone conversations indicate that he and 

his family are already planning their move and we will keep the congre-

gation updated as appropriate.     

Again, thank you to all members who participated in the Voter’s Meeting 

to make this important decision, the Call Committee for all of their due 

diligence in this process, and most of all, to Pastor Jim Grady for contin-

uing to shepherd our flock!  He truly is a blessing to our Advent family! 

Advent Council 

 

 

“Did you come before 

God to be baptized, 

confirmed and mar-

ried here at Advent 

during the past 25 

years?”   
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A common response 
when asking someone  
to volunteer is: “I’m too 

busy.” Well, guess  
what - God will give  

you time.  

 

 

 

 

 

As a member of Advent close to 20 years, I’ve grown to appreciate 
what a fine music program we have. If you enjoy the hymns too, 
you’re in good company - King David loved music and so did Martin 
Luther. My interest partly stems from the fact that I can’t hold a tune. 
Don’t recall the last time I was asked to sing, probably never, better 
for the rest of you I would think.  :) 

Phil Spray, with much help from Deb Trewartha and Phil Lehman, 
has done a masterful job of directing our music program. Our choir 
does a beautiful job of enhancing our worship life through their sing-
ing. Also, I don’t want to forget the instrumentalists who add much 
color to the melody and rhythm. Thanks to all of you who’ve contrib-
uted! While our minds recite the liturgy and our hearts inwardly di-
gest the sermons, I would argue the music provides needed comfort 
for our souls. 

Which dovetails nicely with my topic for this newsletter:  

How do we get our youth more involved at Advent?  

In the not too distant future, they will be filling the same roles we fill 
today. We want them to be well equipped for this responsibility. An 
area where this is already happening is our music program. Their vocal 
and instrumental pieces are wonderfully performed! It reminds us of 
just how capable they are, even at a young age. 

I would ask the congregation to encourage our young people to partic-
ipate in the many volunteer roles that are available to them. Yes, they 
can use a bit of coaching, but doing is how we best learn. Just some 
examples of the many of ways we can engage them: 

Acolytes, crucifers, choir, ushers, altar guild, coffee, Sunday  
school aids, accounting work, trustee duties, fellowship  
planning, and the list goes on. 

None of us gravitate to the most visible leadership roles overnight. It’s 
a series of steps where God teaches you, blesses you, helps you to 
grow. A common response when asking someone to volunteer is: “I’m 
too busy.” Well guess what - God will give you time. He also helps us 
to learn, to communicate, to deal graciously with people. We begin to 
see all the little miracles he performs in our Church and in our home 
lives every day! In a word, it grows our faith. 

So please join me in complementing our youth, encouraging their in-
volvement (as well as our own) and taking that next step in spiritual 
growth! 

Chuck Long  
Advent Chairman 

 

  

 

 

  Angelic Voices 



4 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board of Education has added some new books to the  
Advent library. The following books may be found on the table 
outside Fellowship Hall. Later they will be placed in the library.  

Blessings and Prayers for College Students  
For college students who are constantly on the move, it's comforting 
to carry along a compact, pocket-size devotional resource that helps 
them meditate on God's Word and His forgiveness and grace through 
Christ Jesus. Blessings and Prayers offers a suggested order for devo-
tions based on the Daily Office. Blessings and Prayers for College Stu-
dents contains: 

• Daily prayers 
* Psalms 
* Hymns and canticles 
* Scripture readings 
* A brief summary of the Christian faith 

College 101: A Christian Survival Guide  
College 101 is filled with practical advice on how Christian students 
can be preparing for the challenges of life on campus. Developed by 
college students, the words of advice and counsel are genuine, hon-
est, and insightful. Based on the authors' personal experience as stu-
dents, friends, and active leaders in campus ministry, you discover a 
unique perspective on college and campus life that only Christian 
peers can provide. Topics include: 

• Know Before You Go 
* Move-In Day 
* Dorm Life 
* Dating and Relationships 
* The Social Scene 
* Caring for Yourself 
* Finances 
* Academics and Technology 
* International Studies 
* Time Management 
* Being a Christian on Campus 
* Staying Connected 
* Safety 

Hello, My Name is Single  
Whether you have chosen your singleness or whether the Lord has 
given it to you, whether you are content with your current situation or 
not,  whether you long for relationships that no longer are or simply 
remember them with a quiet joy, you feel. You feel deeply. You are,  
(continued, pg. 5) 
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perhaps, more in tune with your feelings than most. Because you re-
flect on what it would mean to have a spouse.  

Hello, My Name Is Single is a witty book that challenges and encour-
ages single men and women to live secure in Christ, whether they're 
searching for Mr. or Mrs. Right or completely content living the single 
life. Author Adriane Dorr Heins treats her readers to a delightful con-
versation of practical and personal issues many singles face. She offers 
a historical, biblical approach that reminds readers that their identities 
are found in Christ, not in relationship statuses on Facebook. 

The Lutheran Difference: Marriage and Family 
As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often struggle to ex-
plain their beliefs and practices. Although many Lutherans have 
learned the "what" of Lutheran doctrines, they do not always have a 
full scriptural foundation to share the "why." When confronted with 
different doctrines, some cannot clearly state their faith. Based on 
God's Word, as faithfully reflected in the Lutheran Confessions, this 
study will help you to state clearly what you believe. Chapters include: 

* Foundation in Creation 
* Unique and Distinct 
* Biblical Intimacy 
* Exercising Faith and Love 
* More Than Romance 
* Leaving a Legacy 

Feel free to browse, check out and check back  the resources 
located  on the credenza near Fellowship Hall. 

 

In our Sunday bulletins you will notice an additional insert designed 
especially for our children.   “Kids in the Divine Service” is a series of 
bulletin inserts featuring seasons of the church year — Advent, Christ-
mas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. The series also features 
the liturgy, sanctuary and general information about the Divine Ser-
vice.   

The Word of God we receive in the Divine Service goes with us, out 
into the world and into our everyday callings as parents and children. 
“Kids in the Divine Service” is written for parents and children to read 
and talk about together. 

Whether a child reads or is read to, parents and children are encour-
aged to work through the bulletin inserts together and answer ques-
tions as they arise. Parents will probably learn something, too! 

 

 

Board of Education (continued) 

Kids in the Divine Service  

 

“Parents and children  

are encouraged to work 

through bulletin  

inserts together…”  

LCMS website 
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Missions Board Update 

 The Board of Missions has decided to focus on 
three missions for this next year.   

International Mission 
Rev. Dr. David Preus is a missionary and semi-
nary professor in the Dominican Republic.  Our 
support will continue for him as in past years 
with your gifts marked for his mission.  He 
mentioned a great need of a local secretary to 
help with bulletins, news letters, and other ad-
ministrative tasks, since he is now doing all of 
this himself. He will let us know how this can 
be funded. 

District Mission 
The English District has begun a new mission 
funding program, called 1.1.1., in which each 
baptized member of the district is asked to do-
nate $1 per week. Their missions for this year 
are the Concordia Lutheran Mission in Leba-
non, PA, a new mission congregation, and The 
Dominican Republic Lutheran Mission in Santia-
go, Dominican Republic.  Our weekly $1 dona-
tions per member can be dropped into one of 
two white mailboxes located in the narthex 
and in fellowship hall.  Sunday School offerings 
will also go into the 1.1.1.program. 

Local Mission 
Lutheran Child and Family Services, LCFS, is a 
secure, residential facility providing short term 
stays (6-9 months) to about 60 young people, 
ages 8-18, who have emotional problems, men-
tal illnesses, behavioral problems, or drug re-
lated problems.  

The residents receive on site counseling, educa-
tion in classrooms with IPS teachers, and psychi-
atric services through Community Hospital East.   

SEED, Spiritual Engagement Education & Develop-
ment, is run by the Director of Christian Educa-
tion and offers weekly services in its chapel, Bible 
studies, and individual counseling for residents 
and staff.   

Because LCFS is a faith-based program, no public 
funds can be used, so it relies solely on dona-
tions.  Director Sven Schumacher and DCE Brady 
Gurganious have listed the following as areas of 
need. 

• Prayers for the facility, its young people, and 
staff 

• Item donations to SEED.  Preferred item list 
coming soon. 

• Monetary donations to SEED 

• Individual or group visits to young people for 
crafts, games, activities, devotions. 

• Sharing Place volunteer work shifts 

• Funding for chapel stained glass windows 

LCFS is located at 1525 N. Ritter  Avenue in Indi-
anapolis, IN.   

More information and updates to come! 
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Advent Preschool/Kindergarten is off to a great new school year! Clas-
ses are either full or almost full.  Our morning 3's is one of the full 
classes, so we have started a waiting list for an afternoon class.  If you 
or someone you know is interested, please let me know.  We will 
open the class once we have 4 or more students.   

A couple of requests 
We could use a few more names on our sub list.  Again, if you or 
someone you know who enjoys and is good with children would be 
interested in being on our sub list, please let me know. 

Also, some of our older playground equipment needed to be discard-
ed this fall.  We would welcome any gently used climbing or other 
such equipment if you have something you are ready to dispose of or 
donate.  Please contact me with any potential items before placing on 
the playground, though.   

Reminder: If you link your Kroger Plus card to Advent Preschool 
(Organization # YN661) on krogercommunityrewards.com, the school 
will receive a 3% donation from Kroger each time you shop and scan 
your card with your purchases.  Quick and easy way to benefit the 
school! 

Deb Trewartha 

 

 

Wanted:  Gently 

used climbing or  

other playground 

equipment for our 

students!  Contact 

Deb Trewartha! 

 

 

 

Advent School 

Youth Music  

Advent’s Youth music is well underway!   

Preschool through 6th grade will meet at 9:30 
a.m. and 7th-12th at 10:15 a.m. each Sunday.  
The Preschool-2nd grade students will still meet 
in the Library and the 3rd-6th grade students still 
meet in the downstairs commons music area.  
However, the 7th-12 grade have moved from 
downstairs to the Library since all the students 
are upstairs for Sunday school.  High school stu-
dents have joined the Adult Bible class, so will 
need to be responsible for coming to the Library 
on their own at 10:15 a.m. 

The 3rd-12th grades will sing the anthem in both 
services on Sunday, November 4th.  They are to  
meet in the balcony at 7:50 am that morning, 
and will be able to join their families (either in 
the Sanctuary for the remainder of the service or 
Narthex if leaving) after the anthem in both ser-
vices.   

 

All Sunday school students (Preschool-12th) will 
begin preparing for the Christmas program dur-
ing  their music time in the coming weeks. In 
their music time, 3rd-6th graders  will be able 
to sign-up to be a character or narrator during 
the month of October with assignments to be 
announced November 4th.  The final rehearsal 
will be during the Sunday school hour on De-
cember 9th.   

The Christmas Program will be  held during the 
Sunday school hour on December 16th.   
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Photograph sessions will begin soon to start 
the process of updating our Advent member 
photo directory.     

Chris Colson is again acting as our resident  
photographer. (Thank you,  Chris!)   

Photo shoots of your family will be held in the 
Conference Room (next to the Library) be-
tween the 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. services. No 
reservations required.  “Sunday best” attire 
preferred.  Please watch for posters on the 
bulletin boards for more details, as well as 
Advent Announcements. 

 
We are sensitive to the fact that  privacy may be a concern of yours— 
and many church directories are now housed online behind a member 
portal.  That may be in our future, but for now, it is important that 
photos of all members and their families be taken ASAP, as we would 
like to publish soon after or before Rev. Mackay arrives.   

If you are camera-shy, that’s ok—the main objective is for our new 
pastor to get to know his congregation.  Thank you for participating.! 

 

 

Residents of the Lutherwood Residential Treatment Center will be 
recipients of gifts this year from Advent members who participate in 
the Giving Tree.    

Lutherwood is operated within the Lutheran Child and Family Services 
(LCFS).  It is a secure, licensed residential treatment facility for chil-
dren and teens who exhibit mental and behavioral health issues.   

“For 135 years, LCFS  has provided  programs of compassionate care 
and counsel to those in our community who need it most. Founded as 
an orphanage, LCFS has evolved throughout the years to meet the 
needs of the community. “* 

The Giving Tree will be made available starting Sunday, November 
16th. To participate, please remove a tag from the tree, purchase the 
desired gift on the tag, wrap it and place under the tree (near  Fellow-
ship Hall)  by December 16. Gifts will be delivered to Lutherwood resi-
dents that week.  Thank you! 

*From the LCMS website.  

 

 

 

Please join us in 

welcoming Rev. 

Mckay and his 

family by helping 

us update the  

Advent Photo  

Directory!   

 

 

 2018-2019 Advent Member Photo Directory 

The Giving Tree  

 

 


