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walked in darkness have 

seen a great light; those 

who dwelt in a land 

of deep darkness, on 

them has light shone.    
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It was Christmas of 1532.  The Peace of Nurem-

berg had just been signed in June, halting conflict 

between the Catholics and Protestants and 

uniting them against the Ottoman Turks who 

were threatening Hungary.  We know from history 

that this peace would not last.  In August, the Ger-

man Lutherans mourned the death of Elector Jo-

hann, who suffered a stroke while at his hunting 

castle.  At his funeral service, Luther praised him 

for his courage in signing the Augsburg Confession 

back in 1530.  Who would fill such large shoes?  

Regardless, surely all of these events and future 

concerns weighed heavily on Luther’s mind and heart!   

But Christmas came as it always does.  Luther scheduled himself for a rigorous 

preaching schedule:  five sermons in four consecutive days.  Beginning Christmas 

Eve in the parish church, Luther preached on the Festival of Christ’s Nativity, culmi-

nating on December 27th, the Day of St. John the Evangelist.  His text for all five ser-

mons was Isaiah 9:1-7 

1But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time 

he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Gal-

ilee of the nations.  2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.  3 You have 

multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy 

at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil.  4 For the yoke of his bur-

den, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on 

the day of Midian.  5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and eve-

ry garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.  6 For to us a child is 

born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 

name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace.  7 Of the increase of government and of peace there will be no end, on the 

throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of 

hosts will do this. 

(continued, pg. 2) 

                      December, 2018 



2 

In the midst of national security issues, the death of a great leader and so many uncertainties, Luther did 
not waver in his concern for his flock’s clear, unwavering and objective faith.  I suppose he could have ap-
pealed to their felt needs or cultural responsibilities, but the Festival of Christ’s Nativity was all about simple 
faith which justifies us poor sinners.  It was about a God who took on human flesh to wallow in the trenches 
of this life.  This simple faith always has and holds as its direct object the person and work of Jesus Christ.  
While Christmas has many cultural traditions (for us:  Santa, elves, reindeer, etc), a Christian should primari-
ly begin their focus elsewhere.  In his introduction to his sermon series, Luther writes 

“People are presently celebrating the beautiful and delightful festival of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
And it is fitting indeed for us to celebrate God’s glorious grace with a truly wonderful festival and to ponder it 
well, so that the article in which we confess and pray in our Christian faith,  I believe in Jesus  Christ con-
ceived of the Holy Ghost born of the Virgin Mary,  may be remembered not just within Christendom, but 
also that distressed sorrowful hearts everywhere might find comfort and be strengthened over against the 
devil and every misfortune. 

We celebrate this festival, first, because of what we confess in the Creed. For it is a great, unspeakable en-
dowment that we have in faith to regard this as God’s consummate wisdom that He, who created heaven 
and earth, is born of a virgin.  Among Jews and Gentiles this has been judged as particularly foolish procla-
mation, when first it was preached to the world.  It was considered too absurd, just as today still so very 
many regard it too ridiculous that sublime, divine majesty, God himself, should not lower Himself so deeply, 
not only to create, nourish, and sustain mankind, but also Himself to become a man.  To sum, up, human 
reason does not understand it; the devil, the world, and human reason object to it, exclaiming NOTHING 
MORE FOOLISH HAS EVER BEEN FOISTED ON PEOPLE IN THE WORLD!  For this reason, we must diligently 
preach and study this article, so that we become well versed in and strengthened by it, in no way entertain-
ing any doubts about it, but becoming ever more sure that God sent His Son in the world, to become man 
and be born of a woman.  For this is solely the gift and wisdom belonging to us who are Christians, that we 
are able to say that no greater wisdom, no more sublime truth, has appeared in the world than that God, 
who created heaven and earth, was born of a virgin, that He, therefore, has such members as eyes, ears, 
hands, and feet, body and soul, just like any other human being.  Indeed, it is ridiculous to human reason; 
but we celebrate this festival in order to become firmly persuaded of it and entertain no doubts about it.”   

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ at Advent Lutheran Church:  God is not a God of doubt, but a God of cer-
tainty!  With Luther and the many faithful Christians who have come before us, we celebrate the Festival of 
the Nativity with many events and situations upon our mind and heart.  But for us who walk in darkness and 
dwell in land of darkness, a light has shone.  Christ, the light of the world has come!  Incarnated . . . becom-
ing human . . . like you . . . for you.   

For Luther and his beloved flock, the Lord also provided a new leader, Elector Johann Frederick I.  At the 
young age of twenty-nine, he succeeded his father and became even more Lutheran in his policies than his 
father!  Thus, in the midst of change, the Lord yet provided.  Luther and those who gladly received the Word 
in his many sermons believed and found comfort in such simple, yet profound truth.   

Let us thus keep this Festival of Christ’s Nativity in sincerity and truth, gathering with our family and loved 
ones here at Advent to receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  I am blessed to receive these gifts with 
you as your new Pastor and serve you in like manner.  

Unto us a child is born . . . unto us a Son is given . . . a blessed Christmastide to all of you, 

Pastor Mackay 

Pastor’s Pen (continued from pg. 1) 
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Local Mission 

On November 26, Sven Schumacher spoke during Bible class to pre-
sent Lutheran Child and Family Services, LCFS, a secure, residential 
facility providing short term stays (6-9 months) to about 60 young 
people, ages 8-18, who have emotional problems, mental illnesses, 
behavioral problems, or drug-related problems.  The residents receive 
on site counseling, education in classrooms with IPS teachers, and psy-
chiatric services through Community Hospital East.  SEED, Spiritual 
Engagement, Education, and Development, is run by their Director of 
Christian Education  and offers weekly services in its chapel, Bible 
studies, and individual counseling for residents and staff.  Because 
SEED is a faith-based program, no public funds can be used, so it relies 
solely on donations.  Their on-going areas of need are the following: 

*  Prayers for the facility, its young people, and staff 
*  Monetary donations to SEED 
*   Individual or group visits to young people for crafts, games,  
     activities, devotions 
*   Sharing Place volunteer work shifts 
*   Funds for chapel stained glass windows. 

A more urgent need is being addressed by our filling  Reverse Advent 
Calendar Donations boxes at our homes each day of Advent for LCFS 
for children who must be temporarily removed from their homes.  On 
Sunday, December 30, these can be all brought to church and will be 
delivered to LCFS.  A list of greatly needed items may be found on 
page 7.      

District Mission 

1.1.1. is a new mission funding program by the English District for ben-
efit of Concordia Lutheran Mission in Lebanon, PA, a new mission con-
gregation, and The Dominican Republic Lutheran Mission in Santiago, 
Dominican Republic. The two white mailboxes with labels of 1.1.1 
located in the narthex and in fellowship hall are for collecting weekly 
$1 donations from each member weekly.  Sunday School offerings will 
also go into the 1.1.1. program. 

International Mission 

Rev. Dr. David Preuss is a missionary and seminary professor in the 
Dominican Republic.  Out support will continue for him as in past 
years with your gifts marked for his mission.  He mentioned a great 
need of a local secretary to help with bulletins, newsletters, and other 
administrative tasks, since he is now doing all of this himself.  He will 
let us know how we can help fund this. 

Missions Board 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Board News  
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School News                                         Youth Music   

 It is hard to believe our first semester is almost 
completed.  Before we leave for Christmas 
Break, however, we have a very special event 
coming up.  The daily school children partici-
pated by singing a few times in the Advent ser-
vice on Wednesday, December 12th.  They and 
their families were also invited to the dinner 
preceding the service, so there was an oppor-
tunity for our congregation to socialize a bit 
with our school families, too.  Thank you for 
welcoming them.  *The school children will 
also be singing in the second service on Janu-
ary 27th to commemorate Lutheran Schools 
Week.   
 
Coming up on January 22nd, we will be open-
ing 2019-20 registration for school families and 
Advent members.  There will be two weeks to 
enroll before we open to the general public on 
February 4th.   Watch for brochures and regis-
tration forms on the Narthex table and just 
outside the school office in early January.   
 
Please contact me if you have questions or 
would like to visit a class via email at  
dtrewartha@adventlutheran.org or by phone 
317-873-6318.  Our most popular classes usual-
ly fill during these two weeks, so please take 
advantage of this early registration as your first 
choice may not be available after Feb. 4th.   
  
Deb Trewartha, 
Advent School Director 

Thank you to all of our  youth, for singing in ser-
vices on November 4th!  It is always wonderful 
when our young people give a musical offering in 
our services.   

We also appreciate, especially, the hard work and 
preparation by the Sunday School youth in re-
hearsing and participating in the Sunday School 
Christmas Program, held December 16th.  ALL of 
our Sunday school 
children were in-
volved--
Preschoolers 
through high 
school (and a cou-
ple college stu-
dents too!).  Along 
with students’  singing voices, there were many 
instrumental and spoken contributions by various 
children.     

Deb Trewartha, 
Assistant Music Director 

 

Evangelism Board 

At the Board of Evangelism meeting on Novem-
ber 5, 2018, a press release regarding the installa-
tion of Pastor Mackay was warranted. Congrega-
tion Vice Chairman Eric Hubert drafted the first 
version of the press release. The final version in-
corporated inputs from Pastor Mackay, Pastor 
Grady, Juanita Duncan and the Board of Evange-
lism. 

The press release was sent to various local news 
outlets and published in the Zionsville Times Sen-
tinel  on Wednesday, December 5,  2018. 

Evangelism Board 
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On a Christmas Eve afternoon years and years and years ago, I was frantically doing last-minute errands 
to prepare for a full house of family that evening and for the next day.   Every Christmas Eve, I enjoyed 
listening to the radio hoping for live Lessons and Carols from Westminster Abby or maybe a Handel’s 
Messiah.  As I waited at the long stop lights, this time instead I heard a soloist.  The announcer said she 
would sing the original Silent Night.   

“Original Silent Night?   What we sing every Christmas Eve isn’t the original?” I thought. 

From the radio came a beautiful, graceful,  Stille Nacht…Heilige Nacht.  It was not so different, other than 
it reminded me of something Julie Andrews might sing from the Sound of Music.   The notes themselves 
were not so different; it was the accompaniment, maybe the harmony, just a little twist here and there 
that made it sound more like an Austrian folk song than a world-famous, whispered lullaby. 

Every Christmas Eve since then, I hoped I would get to hear it on the radio again, but unfortunately I nev-
er did. 

Then several weeks ago one of our wonderful choir members 
said at rehearsal, “Did you know that this year is the 200th 
anniversary of Silent Night?   It was first written in 1818.  Can 
we do the original version?” 

That night I did the research—Google search wasn’t yet in-
vented when I first heard the original Silent Night.  And there 
it was.   At the midnight mass, December 24, 1818, at a village 
church in Oberndorf, Austria the very first Silent Night was 
heard.   

A little more searching and there it was!  Printed music of the original. 

According to the latest research, six verses were written by the young priest Father Mohr two years earli-
er, sometime in 1816.  No one knows why he wrote them.   Then in 1817, he was transferred to the 
church in Oberndorf where he served as Assistant Pastor.   Oberndorf was a small church with an old or-
gan that needed repairs often.  Written records remain of repairmen coming to fix the organ bellows reg-
ularly eaten by mice. 

No one knows for sure why, but on the afternoon of Christmas Eve 1818, Father Mohr went to the home 
of the choir director, Franz Gruber.  Gruber was the village school teacher, and he lived in an apartment 
above the school.   Father Mohr said, “Could you compose a tune that would fit these?  You and I could 
sing it tonight, and I’ll play my guitar on it.”  Father Mohr was an avid guitarist. He handed Gruber the 
verses he had written two years earlier.   And sometime between then and midnight, Gruber composed a 
tune with harmony and a folk song accompaniment.   Neither of them could know that their midnight 
mass tune would become one of the world’s most famous Christmas Carols. 

This Christmas Eve, December 24th, 2018, about four o’clock in the afternoon (midnight, Austrian time), 
Silent Night, Holy Night will be two hundred years old.   We at Advent will close our candlelight  Christ-
mas Eve service with the congregation singing Silent Night from the hymnal as we always have.  But 
thanks to those choir members in-the-know, this year the choir will sing the original tune and accompani-
ment, as Franz Gruber wrote it.   As we sing it maybe think of Eidelweiss in the back of your head.   Think 
of how God once blessed Oberndorf through the talents of Father Mohr and Director Gruber.  And how 
He blesses the world in gifts both large and small.  

Phil Spray 

200th Anniversary 
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 Salt of the Earth 

I’m sure you’ve all heard the saying: “Christians are the salt of the 
earth”. Salt is a preservative and we as Christians do help to preserve 
the world in a very real way as we live out our lives and vocations. 

I can’t help but think of a classic movie watched most often this time 
of year – It’s a wonderful life. While the movie is very weak in the the-
ology department: “Every time a bell rings an angel gets its wings”, it 
does make a profound statement about the impact our lives have on 
people around us. There is great contrast between two of the primary 
characters. George who unselfishly devotes his life to making other 
people’s lives better, and Potter who greedily snatches up power and 
wealth at every opportunity. 

So as the story goes, George is given the opportunity to see what 
things would be like if he had never been born. Bedford Falls, the 
town he dearly loved, was transformed into “Pottersville”. Without his 
preserving influence, the selfishness of Potter infected the town’s very 
essence. It wasn’t a pretty sight. Reminds us of a world where the 
Devil is given free rein to bring out the ugliness of our old natures. 

I recall my own childhood and how things have changed so much over 
the last 50 years. While modern life is arguably not as bad as Potters-
ville, we do see many of the same disturbing trends. That being said, 
God ensures us of a good outcome on Christ’s return, and we do our 
part by helping preserve America by how we go about living our lives 
and vocations. While not perfect, we do have a moral compass given 
by God’s word and the Holy Spirit’s guidance. They continually steer 
us away from the Potter mentality of our old nature, to the gracious, 
unselfish attributes of our new nature. 

As we go about our daily routines, we can look for opportunities to 
stem the tide by being a good example of a Godly life in practice. It 
may afford an opportunity to witness to our faith. Your life can pro-
foundly influence others in ways you may not even realize. So next 
time someone cut’s you off on the freeway, show them how good 
drivers behave or at the very least, avoid laying on the horn too long. J 

Chuck Long 

Advent Chairman 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

From the Chairman   
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Thank you from the Mackays                 Reverse Advent Calendar 

This year, our Advent families are asked to 
contribute the following items for the benefit 
of Lutheran Child & Family Services. 

How it works: 

*Set aside a special bin or basket at home 
for your donated items. 

*Each day in December, place an item 
(listed below) in the bin. 

 *Bring your items to the late service on 
Sunday December 30.     

Bibs 
Baby Lotion / Soap 
Hypo-Allergenic Baby Wipes 
Bottles w/ nipples 
Pacifiers 
Diaper Rash Cream 
Baby Toys (rattles/teethers) 

Body Lotion 
Shampoo  
Conditioner 
Bars of Soap 
Tampons/Pads 
Deodorant 
Toothbrushes/Toothpaste 
Combs / Brushes 
Hand Sanitizer 
Laundry Detergent 

Boxes of Crayons/Coloring Books 
Notebooks/Journals 
Socks / Underwear 
Granola bars 
Fruit roll-ups 
Juice boxes 
Animal Crackers 

For more information, see the Missions Board arti-
cle on page 3. 

 

 Your generosity has overwhelmed us, your 
Christian love embraced us!  Thank you, dear 
members of Advent, for welcoming our family 
to Advent . . . with meals, sweets, libation, 
helping hands and warm words of introduc-
tion.  We are humbled and blessed to be 
among you!   
 
Pastor, Jena, Malachi, Matthias, Micah and 
Marc Mackay  

 

Advent Christmas Services                       

Sunday, December 23th 
       8:15 and 10:45 a.m. Divine Services 

Monday, December 24th 
       Christmas Eve Candlelight   
       5:00 and 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 25th 
       Christmas Day Divine Service    
       10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 30th 
        8:15 and 10:45 a.m. Divine Services 

Altar Guild Assistance 

With the offering of communion at both Sunday 
services, we need to expand the number of peo-
ple to assist the altar guild in setting up commun-
ion .  We would like families and individuals who 
are interested to attend an upcoming “How To” 
meeting in January. This is a wonderful opportuni-
ty for families with children (4th grade and up) to 
serve our congregation. Please sign-up in the nar-
thex  to attend the January meeting. 
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For the Kiddos - welcome Baby Jesus this Christmas with your art work! 


